Piedmont Friends-Yearly Meeting & Fellowship
Meeting Spiritual Condition Reports- 2025-2026

Abingdon Friends Meeting

Abington Friends is doing well. We’re small, 6 to 9 people regularly attend with twice
that number on the mailing list. We have no official clerk but everyone seems to have found a
niche. Someone physically opens the building, while someone else opens the Meeting for
Worship. We collect money when needed and someone acts as Treasurer. We collectively
decide which local causes to donate to at the end of the year and are certainly willing to support
Piedmont Yearly Meeting. Someone sends out a weekly “Quaker Reflections” that she gathers
from various Friends publications. At our Meetings some people meditate while others listen in
silence. Some of us think there’s a difference and others think they’re the same. While there are
some Birthright Quakers on our mailing list, none are currently attending. Three people are
Convinced Quakers and the others are all Attenders, but we all find it doesn’t make much
difference. This year we formed a Healing Circle that meets when someone requests it.

Chapel Hill Friends Meeting

Spiritual Condition of our Meeting
Eleventh month, fifteenth day, 2025

On November 15, 2025, twenty-one members and attenders of the Chapel Hill Friends Meeting
gathered virtually via Zoom from 10:00 AM to 11:30 AM to discern the spiritual condition of
our Meeting. Carolyn White, clerk of our Ministry and Worship Committee, began the session
by inviting us into centering silence. The group then divided into three small groups to address
the first of two queries provided by the Piedmont Friends Yearly Meeting and Fellowship. Our
three groups formed anew to deliberate on the second query.

The first query focused on the Meeting's collective experience of the Spirit, while the second
invited reflection on individual experiences of nourishment and sustenance within the Meeting.
Notably, many responses touched on both corporate and individual aspects, highlighting the
interconnectedness of our experiences.

Query #1: How Has Our Meeting Experienced the Working of the Spirit This Year?

Each small group included a scribe from the Ministry and Worship Committee, who summarized
their group’s discernments for the larger assembly. The reports revealed a strong consensus
among the groups. A recurring theme was the appreciation for opportunities the Meeting creates
to deepen relationships, including small group gatherings in homes, committee work, potlucks,
and the Hospitality Committee’s efforts to foster conversation and connection after Meeting for
Worship. Members also valued Meetings for Healing and Holding in the Light, as well as the
sharing of joys and sorrows at the end of Meeting for Worship. The benefits of holding blended
meetings and utilizing Zoom were acknowledged, with gratitude expressed for the dedication of
our technology hosts.

We welcome our new Peace and Justice Committee, and are grateful for new members and
leadership. Members noted the significant benefits of participating in PFYM gatherings. We
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valued the Adult Religious Education Committee's forums for highlighting Quaker testimonies
and promoting discussion of wider social issues. These opportunities to gather, and our work
together on other committees, have strengthened our Meeting this year.

Query #2: What Have You Found Nourishing and Sustaining from Your Meeting Community?

Several participants shared the joy of returning to in-person worship after the isolation of the
pandemic, emphasizing its renewed importance this year. The continuation of hybrid and Zoom
meetings 1s valued, ensuring that all who wish to attend Meeting for Worship have the
opportunity to do so. Members recounted experiences of support during personal challenges,
including the sharing of meals, sending of caring notes, and holding one another in the Light.
These acts of kindness and care are woven into the fabric of our Meeting.

The community is strengthened by the presence of visitors and the upcoming celebrations of new
members. Participants expressed delight when children join Meeting for Worship, and gratitude
for men from the Orange Correctional Center who share their lives with us, enriching our
collective experience. Being part of this blessed community calls each of us to be responsible: to
bring our best selves to our shared work. Pay attention to the Spirit, to the condition of our
members and attenders. Quakerism, as practiced in our Meeting, is a way of life that invites,
indeed requires, attentiveness and readiness to serve.

One member reflected on the growth she experienced through serving the Meeting and the
encouragement she received over the years. Entering the Meeting Room brings a sense of
comfort, belonging, and acceptance—a feeling described as “cozy” by one participant. The
Meeting is a family: “These are my people.”

After sharing our responses to the second query with the larger group, we concluded the
gathering with silent worship and deep gratitude for one another and for the Meeting.

Chapel Hill Friends has 117 members: 130 active members and attenders with averages of 73 at
meetings for worship, 7 at First Day school and 28 at their weekly forums.

Charlotte Friends
Spiritual Condition Report for 2025

As a welcoming meeting we have experienced the working of the Spirit in ways that continue to
nourish and sustain our meeting community.

This year brought the cycle of life full circle. As a number of our Elders have passed on or
moved away in recent years, way has opened for new life in the Meeting with the attendance of a
growing number of young energetic seekers, seasoned Friends and new families. We have
delighted in their presence among us. Our newer attenders have spoken of the warm welcome
they have experienced, for the deep worship in the manner of Friends, and the sense of presence,
peace, community, and acceptance. The active presence of newer attenders has deepened our
worship, vocal ministry, and the meeting community. Our First Day program for children has
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grown and we have felt a renewal of energy and presence of Spirit. We recognize the new
attenders will change us and we hope to remain open to change.

The diversity in demographics, gender, age (younger), and Spirit-led energy reawakened the
meeting’s desire to speak truth to power on issues affecting our community and to prepare
ourselves to be present and ready to act from a centered place when current issues call for swift
action. This was evident during the arrival of a large contingency of US Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE) and U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) officers who
instilled fear and uncertainty throughout Charlotte by conducting surprise raids on business
areas, schools, and other public areas. We joined other religious and community organizations to
support our immigrant neighbors. Responding to one Friend’s leading, we collected groceries
and other supplies for our neighbors who were afraid to leave their homes, and we joined in
community efforts to keep our immigrant neighbors well fed and well cared for during this
troubling time.

Following the promptings of another Friend’s concern for the safety and well-being of the trans-
community, we felt led to prepare a minute of support and affirmation. The urgency for a public
witness was in in recognition of the current political and social climate that has led to attacks and
legislation meant to erode support for the trans community. We seek to be faithful and
intentional in living into our minute and sharing it with the wider body of Friends and others as
an encouragement for their own discernment on this concern.

Friends have been generous in their financial support for the work of the meeting and its social
witness. One example is the successful addition of solar panels on the roof of the meetinghouse
concluding a long-held leading in response to climate change. As a meeting and as individual
members we came together to donate funds for this project. We are also grateful for grants we
received from Quaker Earthcare Witness and Friends General Conference that helped effect the
purchase and installation of solar panels.

The tragic circumstances that followed Hurricane Helene in 2024 extended into 2025 and we
were led to continue donating funds to support Swannanoa Valley Friends Meeting in their losses
as well as other residents of Western Carolina. The Meeting donated the proceeds from the
annual Christmas Market to Harvest Food Bank and Nourish Up. These two organizations work
to assist those suffering from food insecurity and who no longer receive benefits from SNAP.

Intergenerational programming and activities that include our children on First Day continue to
be nurturing for all. Some of the activities include Roof Above sandwich-making, Christmas
Breads, participating in the Charlotte Pride Parade and the MLK Parade, as well as the annual
Crop Walk. Young Friends are learning how they can let their lives speak by participating in the
time-honored manner of Friends. First Day School programming provides a sense of community
among our youth as the report their activities after at the rise of meeting. This in turn connects
our young friends with the broader Meeting community.

We are grateful for our growing relationship with Piedmont Friends Yearly Meeting and
Fellowship. We encourage the Yearly Meeting to continue its efforts to bring Friends of the
Piedmont and North Carolina together for worship and fellowship — opportunities that extend
beyond the experience of the annual retreat and sessions. We also ask that our Trans Affirming
minute be added to the Yearly Meeting’s website as an extension of our witness of support for
trans-Friends and the larger trans community.
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Throughout this past year, Friends have been tested. Friends share a deep concern for the
country. It has been a blessing to lift these concerns up in Meeting for Worship, where Friends
can express their fears and others share their hopes together. Going forward, Charlotte Friends
Meeting will continue to welcome new attenders and seek to be open and faithful to Spirit’s
leading wherever it may take us in the coming year.

The only major milestone this year has been the influx of a good number of seekers and
Friends from other meetings. We speak to this in our spiritual condition report.

Charlotte Friends has an average of 30 attenders at meetings for worship, 6 at First Day school
and 16 at their weekly forums.

Durham Friends Meeting
Spiritual State of the Meeting Report (2026)

This report describes the spiritual state of the Durham Friends Meeting (DFM) over the past
12 months. The report will be shared with both Piedmont Friends Yearly Meeting and
Fellowship and North Carolina Yearly Meeting (Conservative). It was written by the three-
person clerking team with input from additional Friends. [note: numbers in brackets will be
updated at the end of third month, 2026

Worship remains at the core of our community, and Durham Friends Meeting is blessed with
an average of more than 100 worshipers each First-day (up from ~80-85 two years ago). Our
9:00 a.m. meeting, with childcare, averages 35 children and adults. The 10:30 a.m meeting,
with childcare, First-day School and Zoom access, averages 78 worshipers of all ages,
including 6-10 people on Zoom. In addition, a small worship group continues to meet at Peter
and Martha Klopfer’s home. Friends experience these gatherings as spiritually grounded and
tender and especially appreciate the sharing of joys and sorrows at the end of each worship as a
way of supporting each other.

In 2025, we began experimenting with gathering as one meeting for worship and fellowship on
5th Sundays. These meetings have been a source of great joy and renewed community
connection, giving us opportunity to try different formats and activities, such as singing before
worship and intergenerational query responses during fellowship. Over 100 people attended the
first and second 5" Sunday gatherings. The third, on Thanksgiving weekend, was smaller but
still meaningful. We are continuing these 5th Sunday celebrations in 2026.

The DFM youth program continues to thrive. With the guidance of a part-time staff member and
about 30 volunteer adults, roughly 40 elementary children and 18 middle/high school youth have
participated in this ministry, which includes First-Day School, Junior Business Meeting, regional
and local Quaker youth overnights, field trips, service projects, and fund-raisers. We are grateful
for the energy and authenticity of our young Friends and for the parents and other adults who
offer steady presence and care.
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Opportunities for adult learning and spiritual formation are also increasing. Monthly forums
and speakers hosted by various committees (often not on First-Days), invite us to explore faith
in relation to the world around us. Our Adult Education committee sponsors a monthly
“Quaker Question Corner” after both worship meetings and recently launched a six-part
Quakerism 101 series that is meeting monthly. Our Library Committee created a highly visible
Newcomers Shelf. These efforts are nurturing a deeper understanding of our tradition and its
living expression today.

Our buildings continue to serve both DFM and the wider community. Our sliding-scale rentals
provide approximately 15% of our annual income. We are grateful that our space serves as a
resource not only for Carolina Friends School Durham Early School, but also for other groups
aligned with our values.

DFM’s outward witness has increased as we become more aware of the suffering and injustice
in the world around us. Sub-groups of our Peace & Social Concerns Committee and other
committees have energetically organized education and action in support of Palestinians, the
LGBTQ community, immigrants, and environmental issues. In partnership with SiembraNC,
we created a plan for DFM to be a Fourth Amendment Workplace. We joyfully minuted
support for one 18-year-old’s statement of conscientious objection to war. These and other
actions remind us, both individually and corporately, how courageous witness can arise out of
worship.

A bequest is now enabling us to support individual Friend’s leadings through a new “Legacy
Grant Fund” process. Recent grants included funding for Bolivian Quakers to buy seed
potatoes; for an educational trip to Gaza (later cancelled due to violence); for supplying “know
your rights” cards and whistles in response to local Immigration and Customs Enforcement
activity; and to support families recovering from intimate partner abuse. We are excited to see
what other leadings we may be able to support moving forward.

Even as we celebrate the joy of making love visible, we continue to carry the pain, grief, fear,
and confusion that arise from witnessing injustices and hurt around us and among us—globally
and locally, past and present, individually and as a body. We know we are stronger when we
share this grief, acknowledge our imperfections, and step toward one another in love. We
continue to seek ways to be a community that holds both truth-telling and tenderness. To this
end, our annual All Meeting Retreat, held in 9th month 2025, focused on deep listening (and a
joyful talent show).

Financial discernment is offering us another opportunity to practice such deep listening. After
four years of deficit budget planning, we came to unity in 9th month 2025 to seek a balanced
budget for 2025-26. Our first steps were to approve a partial-year budget and create an Ad Hoc
Financial Review committee to help us focus on education and discernment about our budget
and our values. Five months later we approved a full-year balanced budget. We have committed
ourselves to ongoing education and preparation for future budget discernment. We continue to
lean into this work as an expression of stewardship and shared responsibility

We also listen for Spirit’s guidance around the challenge of filling all committee roles, led by
the deep and faithful work of our Nominating Committee and nourished by our encouragement
of committee work as joyful spiritual labor. Recognizing that volunteering is not as easy for
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some as others, we are experimenting with shorter terms and ad hoc committees for some duties
in stewarding our gifts. A joy has been the inclusion of relative newcomers on committees and
in Meeting for Business.

Finally, while we mourn the passing in 2025 of Joyce Frederick, a beloved DFM member, we
celebrate that in the past 12 months, we have welcomed seven people into membership. We trust
that their public commitment to DFM reflects a growing sense of belonging and faithfulness
among all of us, and we hold the Meeting in prayer as we continue to listen for how Spirit is
calling us forward, together.

Eno Friends Meeting of Hillsborough
Spiritual Condition Report, 2026

Eno Friends Meeting of Hillsborough (EFMH) reflected on the queries from Piedmont Friends-
Yearly Meeting & Fellowship ( Piedmont Friends) through several channels: a Zoom gathering,
conversation on our private online meeting forum and during Meeting for Worship with
Attention to Business. We had our deepest consideration at Meeting for Business. Friends
participated thoughtfully, and the sharing was sincere and grounded.

How has vour Meeting experienced the working of the Spirit this year?

Visitors, New Members, and the Light

Friends expressed deep gratitude for the presence of visitors and for the energy and Light they
bring. Their participation has enriched the life of the Meeting. Together we sense the presence of
something More, known by many names, or sometimes left unnamed. This quiet, grounding
presence is felt among us in worship and fellowship.

The Quality of Worship

Friends recognize that we live within a troubled and demanding world. Yet we are grateful that
our worship has remained centered and has not been overtaken by political commentary, which
can draw us away from the nourishment of gathered silence. Many Friends continue to
experience depth in worship and a living sense of the Divine at its center.

Though the world brings heartache—through injustice, illness, and loss—we gather on First Day
to listen inwardly and to be restored. From that grounding, Friends are led into outward service.
Members are active in prison ministry, food pantries, and many other forms of quiet service to
our ailing world.

A Query for the Meeting

After a year of meeting at Hillsborough United Methodist Church, a working group began
considering a simple question: What are our hopes for the use of our Meeting space, now and in
the future?

This question opened others. Do we have space for visiting families? Are our chairs comfortable
for aging bodies? Is our space accessible to all? Do we have room to grow?
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Friends noticed that, although these questions had been raised last year, there is somewhat less
energy around them now. Even so, strong feelings do exist. The working group continues to hold
the matter faithfully and seeks unity as way opens.

A New Committee and New Technology

A Finance Committee was formed last year under the guidance of our Inward Teacher. Friends
serving on this committee have taken up this work with care and patience, even as they navigate
different approaches to financial stewardship. Our new website has also become a useful tool for
sharing information about Quakerism and Eno Friends, announcements and calendar events, and
other community information of interest to Friends.

The Meeting continues to make use of Zoom, which allows meaningful connection during our
hybrid worship. Our new website has also become a useful tool for sharing announcements, and
other community information.

Young Friends

Friends noted that, despite our hope of welcoming families with young children, none are
currently attending. Families who have attended in the recent past either attend sporadically, are
ill or traveling, or are following new paths that lead them elsewhere for now. Even so, we remain
open and hopeful, prepared to welcome families should they find their way to us.

A Quaker Dialogue

The spiritual bonds within Meeting have allowed Friends to speak honestly about difficult
concerns and to hold them together in the Light. One longtime member reflected on the early
years of EFMH in the 2010s, remembering how Friends “blew on the embers” of the Meeting
and sustained it with commitment and love.

Another Friend wondered whether there might sometimes be an “Eno way of doing things” that
could limit flexibility or growth. She spoke of keeping an open mind as an important spiritual
practice.

Others reflected that waiting in the Light for clarity and unity has always been central to our
practice. We have also wondered whether Friends new to this Meeting—but not new to
Quakerism—may bring customs different from those they encounter here. This has led us to ask
whether we, all of us, sometimes become attached to familiar practices. Friends continue to seek
guidance as we learn to hold these differences gently.

In the conduct of business, we have known both love and moments of tension. At times feelings
have been hurt. In response, a small committee for clarity and sharing was formed to provide
space for open conversation.

Through patience, respect, and tenderness toward one another, Friends have begun to lay
groundwork for healing. While some work may remain, the Meeting feels grateful for the
testimonies of integrity, peace, and community that continue to guide us.

What has nourished and sustained your Meeting community?

Deepened Connections
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Over the past year we have developed a warm relationship with our host congregation at
Hillsborough United Methodist Church, and we are grateful for their welcome.

Within our own Meeting, fellowship continues to deepen. Friends gather for refreshments at rise
of Meeting and share monthly potluck meals. These simple times together strengthen our sense
of belonging and help us care for one another in times of need. In an era when loneliness is
widespread, this community feels especially precious.

Worship has also extended beyond our Meeting room. Friends bring worship to shut-ins, to those
who are incarcerated, and to residents of nursing facilities. Men from the local prison sometimes
join us through the ministry of Friends who serve there, and their presence is welcomed and
enjoyed.

Another Working Group

Friends have also been moved by the formation of the At-Risk Neighbors Working Group,
sometimes called “Friends y Amigos.” This group supports vulnerable neighbors, specifically
those who are undocumented.

Because of the sensitive nature of this work, details are held confidentially. The Meeting holds
those involved in prayerful support. Friends are mindful that the Spirit often works quietly and
out of public view, as happens in this working group.

What kind of support would vour Meeting like to see from Piedmont Friends?

Friends appreciate the diversity within our Yearly Meeting. We wonder whether Piedmont
Friends might help strengthen programming for children and young adults, perhaps through
shared efforts among Meetings.

We also hope for opportunities for the sixteen Meetings within our fellowship to know one
another more fully through intervisitation, sharing experience and learning together.

We thank Piedmont Friends Fellowship for these queries. The process of reflection has been
meaningful for us. We remain grateful for our connection with the Yearly Meeting and for the
enrichment and opportunities that come through this fellowship.

Eno Friends has an average of 16 attenders at meetings for worship, 3 at First Day school and 10
at their weekly forums.

Fayetteville Friends Meeting
Spiritual Condition Report 2025-2026

We cherish our tiny meeting and the closeness it engenders; our small size also encourages us to
reach out and we appreciate Piedmont Friends for providing us opportunities to fellowship.
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Our immigration work has nourished both our community bonds and our unity of purpose as a
meeting—this work has provided opportunities to partner with other faith communities in our
town and we hold dear the relationships that have developed.

We enjoy that each one of us brings a wealth of ideas, topics, and books to meeting; our
exploration of the First Nations Bible has been a particular item of interest for us this year. The
openness of our sharing brings us closer together, strengthens our bonds to one another, and
enriches both our personal lives and the cohesion of our meeting . These leaping-off points and
ideas have led us down many interesting discussion paths! Our relationship of sincere respect
and care for one another enables us to blend our diverse beliefs into a welcoming and embracing
whole.

The life of our meeting has expanded and contracted as people have come to us and then moved
away; we adapt to each iteration of our composition. We are a forest of individual trees linked by
complex and interconnected roots.

Friendship Friends Meeting
Spiritual Condition Report 2025-2026

How has your Meeting experienced the working of the Spirit this year?
What have you found nourishing and sustaining for your meeting community?

Sharing joys and concerns at the rise of worship, being honest with one another, sharing
messages during worship, and accepting one another as we are, accepting our
differences, allows us to know one another more intimately.

Our meeting came together to build an addition onto our meetinghouse which gives us a
beautiful new room for worship. Old Friends have visited and new Friends have come to worship
with us.

We have felt led to collect non-perishable food items for a food pantry.

In June, we joined New Garden and First Friends meetings to worship together outdoors at
Friends Center on the Guilford Campus. We also joined those communities along with some
students from Guilford to march together in the annual Martin Luther King Jr. Day parade,
holding a large banner that said “Greensboro Quakers” and each meeting holding its own small

Friendship Friends has 100 members and attenders active in the life of
the meeting with an average of 49 attenders at meetings for worship, 1
at First Day school and 20 at their other activities.
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New Garden Friend Meeting

Spiritual Condition Report 2025-2026

What a year we have had at New Garden! When we look back over the year that has just passed,
it’s easy to see increased vitality and a willingness to look deeply into our community’s past as
we seek to envision a future of prophetic witness grounded in love under the direction of the
Holy Spirit.

Under the capable leadership of our (fairly) new pastoral minister, Brenda Esch, we have dug
deep into the roots of Quaker faith, while being challenged to meet the world’s needs in new and
creative ways. We feel a spark, which warms our hearts in the time together and fuels Quaker
witness. We have experienced increased attendance and excitement in meeting for worship, with
a number of people returning to our community and a number of new seekers as well. We
minister to each other both informally and through Caring Friends and are inspired by our
programs to reach out to minister to others as well. We have recently added staff, related to
increased need for childcare, and we continue to work to provide opportunities for religious
education for all ages.

During the past year, our co-clerks and a team of volunteers have led us in visioning our future
by recalling our past and looking forward to where we want to go and be in the future. Three
major themes have led to working groups focused on increasing a sense of belonging in members
and attenders, Quaker studies and spirituality, and stewardship of our land. Though there are
always challenges which come with change, we have concrete plans to bring each of these
themes forward in the year ahead. In addition, we are planning to examine more closely our
views and actions related to financial stewardship.

We have been newly inspired towards activism through a series on racial justice, through singing
together, through marching in the Martin Luther King parade with two other Friends meetings
and Guilford College, and through continuing to examine how our decisions and activities can
encourage us to grow as an antiracist community.

Led by our Peace and Social Concerns committee, we have raised funds to partner with others in
a major effort to address homelessness in our city. A new subgroup of PSC is called Friends in
Action. This group has coordinated poster making for local demonstrations and postcard writing
to local officials. They have twice convened area nonprofits, department of social services
representatives, individuals and other faith communities in addressing the needs of people who
will be left behind through the loss of SNAP benefits and will soon host a training on nonviolent
resistance through connecting individuals and agencies attempting to assist those left behind
through the loss of SNAP benefits, and through hosting a training on nonviolent
resistance. These new activities have been added to our usual ministries like feeding people at
the shelter, delivering mobile meals, and supporting protests in response to injustice. We believe
all of these activities are rooted in Quaker testimonies.

We consider the use of our building to be a significant part of the ministry for our members and
for the community at large. We have been inspired by the photos of courageous activists
displayed in the hallway and have enjoyed renovations suggested by a Walls and Halls working
group, which have added warmth and beauty and enhanced our ability to include those who
attend remotely through the work of our prodigious tech team.
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All of this is to say that this is an exciting time to be part of life at New Garden. We are
attempting to keep to our best traditions, like assisting the community and raising funds through
our annual bazaar as well as to seek to meet new challenges faithfully and to be faithful to
Quaker witness in these challenging times.

Raleigh Friends Meeting
2025 Spiritual State of the Meeting Report 3/15/2026

How has your Meeting experienced the working of the Spirit this year?

WORSHIP AND QUAKER PROCESS:

Spirit has brought renewed energy in many aspects of the Meeting community. Challenges that
have arisen this year in the country and the world have heightened our awareness of the need to
gather to seek Spirit and to support each other in acting on our leadings. This awareness has
drawn several new attenders to explore Quakerism with us, as well as some long-time Quakers
but new to Raleigh to become active.

Raleigh Friends Meeting responds to the working of the Spirit by what we do. It is important to
remember the Spirit that we feel and the support that we feel to each other. In kindness we are
gathered in Spirit. There is a sense of trust and safety created by the Meeting and the people of
the Meeting. Friends find it nourishing that people in the Meeting are willing to trust on the hard
parts of self-reflection. That sense of safety and trust allows us to tackle hard subjects that are
controversial and that other groups might not be willing to tackle.

A Friend noted: In recent years, we have become a Meeting that is more politically and socially
active. Underlying all of that "action" is the sustenance we gain by meeting, listening, and
seeking Spirit together. This is what distinguishes us from a political action group - our worship
and the gathered quality of our worship. This seeking of Spirit is what brings me to RFM.

Second Hour discussions have been rich and deep, with greater participation by both long time
Friends and recent attenders. A monthly Quaker Education series started early in 2025 and
continues to be a valued and well attended opportunity to explore Quakerism deeply. Another
main theme of our Second Hours has been discernment of our responses to challenging
concerns, particularly related to threats to immigrants and people of color, and how to address a
situation of unhoused people using our meetinghouse grounds. We also had some rich
discussions on topics shared by new members.

Peace and Social Concerns Committee has been active in many directions. Smaller groups meet
to explore shared concerns and leadings, such as Seeds of War / Seeds of Peace, Earthcare, and
an LGBTQI+ reading group and antiracism working group. Friends have also met for fellowship
at coffee shops and Friends’ homes getting to know each other better and to share rich and deep
conversations.
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NEW ATTENDERS BECOMING ENGAGED IN RFM

We sense the working of the Spirit through an increase in new attenders who stay and become
engaged in the RFM community, expressing appreciation for the depth and nurturing attitude
they feel at RFM and the spirit of growth and mutual interest. The benefit is mutual; the recent
attenders have brought new energy, questions, and opportunities to reexamine our beliefs and
practices.

A longtime Quaker / recent RFM attender described RFM as being a carrot, not a vine, with a
lot below the ground.

REVIVAL OF A CHILDCARE PROGRAM

The childcare program that started in 2024 after many years of dormancy continued and
solidified in 2025. Early in 2025 Meeting approved formal Child Care Policies and Procedures
for Safe Engagement with Children and Youth, developed by Meeting members, and committed
to providing childcare every other week, with some adjustments to work with the schedules of
the two children who attend most regularly. Friends stepped forward to get background checks
and assist a paid child care provider. We have now had a true childcare program every other
week for over a year. Meeting was very supportive, not being overly prescriptive with lessons
and curricula, choosing instead to support people who step forward to provide.

The whole Meeting benefits. It is always a joy to see the little ones come in at rise of
Meeting. Parents feel supported and nourished by the provision of childcare and Meeting is
nourished because parents can participate in Meeting for worship.

A parent expressed gratitude that with childcare available he finds that he and his son can
attend Meeting consistently and that is a great source of nourishment, though he continues to
struggle to be fully engaged in the life of the Meeting in terms of attending second hours,
business, committees or other activities. Friends thank the first day school volunteers and the
parents who bring their children.

ATTENTION TO CHALLENGING CONCERNS

This past year Friends have felt the challenge of responding to difficult situations in a Spirit led
manner. The Meeting has taken seriously our commitment to living in the world in a Spirit-led
way while also following through on our commitment to protect our community and especially
the vulnerable amongst us. This has led us to join in the Intent to Protect minute originally issued
by Fayetteville Friends Meeting and to spend considerable time to discern and develop concrete
responses to potential disruptive ICE visitors to our Meetinghouse.

The Meeting has also considered concerns about unhoused individuals continuing to camp
on our property and how we as a Meeting can maintain boundaries and still express
compassion and respect for these individuals and the difficulties they face.

With both of these issues, our Meeting listened and considered Friends’ concerns and values,
taking the time needed to hear each other and hold the concerns in the Light, while persisting
to come to unity with concrete solutions.
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PEACE AND SOCIAL CONCERNS

We sense the Spirit working in how our Meeting responds to peace and social concerns. Not
only through committee action, but also action through working groups, individuals,
conversations and list serve activity. We have had a heavy load this year and there has been
lots of work.

The Peace & Social Concerns committee has helped the Meeting season and come to unity on
the challenging issues mentioned above. The committee has also led discussions about the AFSC
statement about Gaza, initiated an LGBT book club, arranged for a 2nd hour presentation by
Siembra NC and coordinated participation by RFM members at Out Raleigh. Annually the
committee helps allocate funds to support various organizations supporting peace and social
justice issues of particular concern to Meeting members.

The Seeds of War, Seeds of Peace working group has been led by the Spirit to meet monthly

to continue our work on Palestine/Israel by

1) Linking with other other organizations such as FCNCL, AFSC, Voices for Justice in
Palestine, and Jewish Voices for Peace,

2) Engaging the full Monthly Meeting to sign onto larger efforts such as the AFSC
statement recognizing genocide and the Break the Bonds Campaign. 3) Visiting other PF
Monthly Meetings to deepen education on Palestine/Israel , 4) Promoting participation in

the Boycott, Divest, Sanction (BDS) movement and broadening this movement through
Buycott of Palestinian products, 5) Grounding our work in a John Woolman-like, Spirit-led
approach that seeks to examine how we individually and as a society contribute to this
violence.

The Anti-Racism working group that started several years ago continued to meet for first half of
2025 before pausing. Meeting continues to remind ourselves of our minute to use the query,
“How does this decision support RFM in its goal to transform into an actively anti-racist faith
community?” whenever we make a decision.

Meeting has also supported the work and leadings of individual members, including
support for:
e the AVP program,
e LGBTQ+ issues
e Out Raleigh festival
e FCNCL, including participation in the annual lobby day at the State legislature ® Food
pantry contributions for Knightdale High School
e Advocating for a reparations resolution by the City of Raleigh
e The Peace Booth at the NC State Fair

Our Meeting benefits from having members with deep experience on issues we are currently
considering. For instance, we have people in our Meeting who have been working with and
for Palestinians and Gaza for years. They help us understand and speak to international
issues in a way that can make an important contribution.

Though the Meeting is small we can almost always contribute toward immediate needs
through our Loving Abundance fund.
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EARTHCARE / ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

RFM has a Working Group on Earthcare that shares and supports members in a variety of
Earthcare projects.

RFM hosted a showing of Zaid Steel’s powerful documentary film, made as a student at Shaw
University, about water quality issues in the Rockingham area of North Carolina.

What have you found nourishing and sustaining for your Meeting community?

SUSTAINED BY LOVE

We use the word love rarely but love, acceptance and safety are core to the Meeting. We are
nourished by the many ways the Meeting expresses love. Echoing back to our diversity of issues
and people a Friend observed that she has never seen anyone challenged or put down. She has
never seen anything but love and support making this a special community unlike any other. We
are grateful for this gift of the Spirit and the unity it helps us achieve. It is remarkable. We may
not always be unified but we can face difficult issues together.

We are also nourished for the working of Spirit in the Meeting through time. We are grateful
for the history of friends in Raleigh who began Meeting and who were instrumental in
building the house for us to be part of. We feel joined in Spirit beyond our current Meeting in
connection and warmth.

FELLOWSHIP & INFORMAL GROUP GATHERINGS
We are nourished by increasing opportunities for fellowship that Friends among us have initiated
during the last couple of years, as well as the on-going gatherings at the meetinghouse.

The resumption last year of coffee time between Meeting for Worship and 2nd Hour is
sustaining. Even if members don’t stay for Second Hour the brief post-Meeting chat over coffee
and cookies fosters fellowship and new relationships. This fellowship time had been paused
during covid. We also resumed our 5th First Day potluck lunches - referred to as “Loaves and
Fishes” to indicate that all are welcome, bearing food or not. We have also had occasional
movie-nights at the meetinghouse, and Meetings for worship on Christmas Eve and New Years
Eve.

Small group gatherings during the week in coffee shops, parks and Friends houses have
continued, with an additional monthly get-together scheduled in evenings or weekends to
accommodate people who can’t attend during weekdays. These meetups where deep
conversations take place are very nourishing as times to share interests, relate beliefs and values
and truly get to know each other better. Going into people’s homes is very welcoming.

MEETING FOR HEALING

The Meeting for Healing, held virtually on 4th First Day afternoons, continues to serve an
important purpose and place in the life of Raleigh Friends Meeting. The Healing Meeting
supports Friends and attenders, residing nearby and at a distance, with prayerful, respectful, and
confidential attention to their expressed care concerns. These concerns are held in the Light
with spoken words and with expectant waiting. The focus of the Healing Meeting is to be a
calm and reassuring resource to those with concerns and needs. Evidence of the working of the
Spirit is seen in the sense of comfort expressed by those with cares and concerns.
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INVOLVEMENT IN PIEDMONT FRIENDS AND WIDER QUAKER
ORGANIZATIONS We sustain and are also nourished by Piedmont Friends and other Quaker
organizations with whom we are connected. RFM members are active in the leadership of
Piedmont Friends, including the PF Clerking committee and Finance Committee and help with
planning of PF events. This involvement helps us build relationships with other NC Quakers and
Meetings and share ideas and lessons learned about concerns and situations we have in

common.

RFM members are actively involved in Friends Committee for North Carolina Legislation
(FCNCL). FCNCL’s current focus includes health care reform, women’s reproductive rights,
anti-racism and an overall connection with a large community. RFM members help organize and
participate in the annual FCNCL advocacy day, meeting with our representatives in the NC
legislature.

We also benefit from our involvement with national Quaker organizations such as Friends
Committee on National Legislation, Quaker Earthcare Witness, and American Friends Service
Committee. Our clerks have particularly benefited from participation in Clerking classes at
Pendle Hill. RFM started sending people moving into the clerks position to this workshop
several years ago. Clerks have appreciated this support and RFM has benefited from excellent
clerking.

SUPPORT FOR EACH OTHER TO EXPRESS AND ACT ON OUR VALUES We have
tremendous diversity in this Meeting on issues that members engage in such as Environment,
Peace, AVP, Social Justice, LGBTQ, Anti-racism, and Democracy. We appreciate that we
have diversity of activity and passions in our Meeting and we accept not everyone will be
involved with everything.

Friends find it strengthening and supportive to see other members of the Meeting attending
gatherings in the Raleigh area: for example, the No Kings Day, ICE out, and other places where
we can have presence. It is joyous and heartening to see posts and how many of the Friends
participate.

OPENNESS TO TRYING NEW WAYS / WELCOMING DIVERSITY We open ourselves
to leadings to try new ways of doing things, while also holding true to our Quaker values and
practices. An example is our unusual and creative approach to have three clerks for the last two
years, the first year to accommodate the time constraints of the clerk candidates and the second
year to allow a new clerk to adjust to clerking before returning to our usual two co-clerks
practice.

Many Meeting attendees and members grew up in diverse communities. The diversity helps us
to approach problems and questions in different ways. The questions may be boundaries, music
at rise of Meeting or anything large or small we might be trying to address. This Meeting leans
into the fact that we don’t know how something will go but there is a mutual commitment to
seeking the Spirit. This overlays the trust and unity. We are sustained and energized because we
walk confidently into new situations with unknown outcomes together.
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We are also accepting of different ways we conceive of and relate to Spirit and different ways
of talking about this. We have a smaller number of birthright quakers and a large number of
diverse faiths. The Meeting does well with its ability to translate; we don’t have to frame things
differently but we welcome diversity and communicate well. A Friend noted the care that
Friends take to speak carefully and reflect Spirit and try to translate and magnify Spirit. She
appreciated that this speech is very different from “uncareful” speech - careful speech is less
verbose.

We continue to appreciate the use of Zoom to make our meetings more accessible for Friends to
participate and cannot attend in person, and for connecting more easily and often with wider
Quaker groups. We are thankful to our members who skillfully manage our zoom meetings.

FRIENDS WHO CARE FOR THE RUNNING OF OUR ORGANIZATION AND
FOR THE MEETINGHOUSE AND GROUNDS

We are nourished by the widespread shared commitment to the things required for Meeting
operation. There is active participation at Raleigh Friends by a large group of people. A Friend
noted that Meetings often have a small number of people doing many things but in this
Meeting many people are stepping up.

We are sustained by the people who do the things we don’t always see. House and grounds
committee for example - we barely see their work but they are out there sealing windows,
mowing grounds and ensuring that the meetinghouse is comfortable and clean. These that take
time and energy and that we depend on without noticing.

CONCERNS — WHERE ARE WE LACKING OR WANT TO DO BETTER Our spiritual
state reflects our ability to be open and to evaluate our state of the Meeting for growth. We are
thankful that our Meeting welcomes consideration of where we fall short and how we can do
better.

Peace and social concerns: RFM, collectively, through the committee, and individually, has
undertaken many efforts and commitments, ranging from local to international. There are many
more needs and work we would like to do, but we are limited by size - our plates are full. Peace
and Social Concerns committee invites more members to join them.

The Earth care group has been individually busy on Earth care as a group and personally. But
Earth Care tends to be quiet in sharing with the Meeting. Next year there will be more sharing
with the Meeting on Earth Care actions by the committee and individuals

We acknowledge the work RFM members do to help people who have had health and mobility
issues. We recognize that welcoming everyone to feel part of Meeting includes helping with
transport and mobility, and addressing hearing difficulties, and other disabilities as applicable.

We are getting older and will need to support each other as we go forward. We recognize that
health issues are going to increase as our core group of active members gets older. We need to
consider how we can meet care concerns in our community more effectively and efficiently.
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Spiritual Condition & Statistics Report Form

Raleigh Friends has an average of 36 attenders at meetings for
worship, 2 at First Day school and 18-20 at their weekly forums

Rockingham County Friends Meeting
Spiritual Condition Report

Rockingham County Friends Meeting is a small unprogrammed rural meeting. Four years ago
we decided to meet once a month in a Friends' home for shared silence and a meal. These seven
members financially support the local homeless shelter, a food pantry and soup kitchen. Several
of us also provide meals to the homeless shelter and volunteer at Hands of God food pantry.

RCFM is greatly concerned about the war in the Middle East and the consequences that Trump's
war will have for all of God's people everywhere. We seek a more peaceful world.

God commands us to welcome the stranger. We are alarmed about our government's treatment
of black and brown immigrants. RCFM members are concerned about the rise of White
Christian Nationalism in our communities and our government. We believe that we are called
to stand up for the oppressed, welcome the stranger, love your enemy, fight poverty, and
injustice, resist violence, and choose compassion. The teachings of Jesus guide our politics.

Rockingham County Friends will remain faithful to walking in the Light with each other and our
neighbors.

Kindly,
Susan Welker

Salem Creek Friends

Salem Creek Friends held a worship sharing on First Day, March 1st, 2026, to reflect on the
spiritual state of our Meeting.

Friends were appreciative of the smoothness and beneficial aspects of our transition in moving
our worship space from Fries Moravian Church to the home of Steve Beese and Sandra Ann
Winters, then into a downstairs room at Forsyth Friends Meetinghouse. These transitions helped
us develop better lines of communication and have enhanced our relationships with Forsyth
Friends Meeting as well as Winston-Salem Friends Meeting.

We were moved and graced with a beautiful Memorial Service for one of our beloved members
and former Clerk, Dick Connell, who passed away in the fall. The memorial was well attended
by friends and family on a perfect weather day in November, and many words of appreciation
were spoken. We will sorely miss Dick's steadiness, steadfastness, positive attitude, and
practical wisdom.
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We also noted our ongoing support for another member of Meeting, Judy Conrad, who is
recovering from several strokes, and this has been enriching.

Friends greatly appreciated the visit from David Haines of the PFYM&F Clerking Committee to
our First Day Meeting for Worship, and we would welcome any additional visitors from the
Yearly Meeting.

Salem Creek Friends intend to focus on outreach to other Quakers here in Forsyth County, and
maintaining our good relationships by way of joint potlucks, a monthly Men's Group, and shared
concerns. We appreciate having newcomers to our Meeting and Fellowship, such as Tracy

Hart. We will also continue our community outreach via dessert donations to Samaritan
Ministries, Christmas donations to El Buen Pastor and Cities with Dwellings, and our monthly
service delivering Meals on Wheels.

We greatly appreciate the support and nourishment provided by Piedmont Friends Yearly
Meeting & Fellowship throughout the year,

John Cardarelli, Temporary Recording Clerk

Swannanoa Valley Friends Meeting
State of the Meeting, Spiritual Condition & Statistics Report
March 1, 2026

Swannanoa Valley Friends Meeting is alive and experiencing new energy as a

Friends Meeting. We have gone through a lot in the past six years: deciding to withdraw from
Southern Appalachia Yearly Meeting and Association after its exhausting turmoil, being shut out
of the Meetinghouse by the fear of spreading Covid - dividing between those meeting on Zoom
and those meeting outside, laboring over whether to use technology in worship to become a
hybrid meeting, and feeling the threat of flood wondering if we should sell our Meetinghouse
rather than making repairs. Then at the end of September 2024 came Tropical Storm

Helene’s devastation impacting the entire region and completely destroying our

Meetinghouse. The trauma caused by the storm as well as the outpouring of support for
neighbors afterwards is still being felt by everyone in Western North Carolina.

Following the flood, the Black Mountain Presbyterian Church reached out to us and provided a
classroom for Sunday afternoon weekly worship and a much-needed Meeting for Worship with
Attention to Business. Soon St. James Episcopal Church accepted our request to occupy a more
spacious room for worship. Finally, we were welcomed into Ransom Hall, the fellowship hall of
the Presbyterian Church on the Warren Wilson College Campus, in Swannanoa, NC which is
now a more permanent temporary home. We had one final outdoor gathering on the Black
Mountain grounds of the old meetinghouse with communal sharing of grief and

gratitude, presentations from our youth, and a message from Marvin Schrock urging us to
“Remember Forward.”
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One Friend expressed that sometimes it feels we were under a blanket trying to find our way
out. We miss Friends who have stopped attending, withdrawn completely, or moved away. It
has been hard to feel at home at Ransom Hall especially with our afternoon worship time so as
not to conflict with the Presbyterian use of the space. Though we have a space downstairs for
First-day School, it doesn’t feel like a First-day School room, yet we have only one young
Friend, and she has opted to come to Meeting for Worship. We continued to grieve the last two
years, as well, further exacerbated by the deaths of our dear Friends Brad Hester, Marvin
Schrock, Janice Siler, Carol Stoneburner, and Anne Welsh.

However, we continue to express gratitude for the love of other monthly meetings who expressed
their concern for our situation. and even sent money for our Hurricane Fund. It helped us not
feel alone and to move forward. The flood caused us to recognize the importance of our
community and that the Meeting is about the people here and not the building. SVFM Friends
have stepped forward to help with finding new space and salvaging things as well as to deal with
all the paperwork in applying for government programs in connection with the old meetinghouse
and property.

New energies are starting to emerge. We invited other Monthly Meetings and friends to a series
of programs to talk about the Indian Boarding Schools of the 19" and 20™ centuries. Another
evening a Friend from Washington, DC told us about documenting raids by the Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE) and her personal experiences participating in that. Several Friends
have as individuals participated in various walks and sing-ins protesting the tactics and lack of
compassion in these raids including two deaths of protesters in Minneapolis. We hosted Friends
from Raleigh Meeting who led a forum on the Roots of War and Peace in Quakers Approach to
Israel and Palestine. Upcoming we will be having a program on racism and the use of the death
penalty which Warren Wilson College has asked to co-sponsor with us. We are eating together in
simple suppers before or after some programs and have enjoyed potluck feasts at Christmas.

We are glad of new people who have joined or regularly attend the Meeting, but we are saddened
that we do not have new families or many college students worshipping with us. Perhaps it is
that youth are too engrossed in their phones or perhaps it is because we have not been able to get
the invitation to them. We feel we could be a calming and energizing place for people in these
difficult times, welcoming and affirming when other places are not. We are starting to
brainstorm about this.

We finally seem to be getting settled as a hybrid Meeting obtaining the equipment that fits our
needs and even learning to use a microphone to help those with hearing issues. We have
Wednesday evening midweek Meeting for Worship on Zoom and a few Friends meet with a
member physically unable to come to meeting or be on Zoom. We continue to have small
groups: Spiritual Friendship Circles, a poetry reading group, an Experiment with Light

group. Some of us come together in Black Mountain on Wednesday mornings for coffee and
conversation at the Peri Social Club. We had a nice potluck gathering in December.

We have become more accepting of what has happened to us and started to “remember
forward.” We are trusting that Spirit is among us as we worship in Ransom Hall even if we have
few vocal messages. Coming together we feel great joy.
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Wilkes County Friends
State of the Meeting

Friends share their experiences of following their inner truths toward the good. We help each
other find ways and words to express our immanent experiences, our sense of internal light, and
our efforts to lead through love in a challenging world. With so many others, we are disturbed
by rhetoric and actions in our nation and the world, and we are comforted and sustained by the
constancy and rightness of Quaker testimonies and values. We have a general practice of
following silent worship with discussion and discernment where we seek ways to promote good
in all spheres of our own lives and extend compassion and concern to our local community. We
have experienced a growth in fellowship and mutual respect among members as each reveals her
or his unique wisdom and viewpoint.

Our peace and justice concerns involve maintaining awareness of the threat to those targeted by
misguided policies in immigration enforcement and voting rights. We have identified
individuals in the immigrant community whom we intend to contact to offer support should
aggressive immigration enforcement efforts reach our small rural area. Several of us are active
in organizations which seek to counter unjust and illegal actions by the government in restricting
voting rights, waging war, and other critical issues. Closer to home, we continue to support the
efforts of FCNCL to affect state legislation in a positive, Quaker-led way.

Our Meeting currently has 5 members who regularly attend Meeting for Worship every week
with few exceptions.

We are also submitting a memorial statement for one of our members who recently died this
past month.

Our Friends meeting is mourning the loss of one of its longtime leaders, Sally Schuder Ferrell.
She was a PFF representative for some 20 years. Her parents helped found the Wilkes County
Friends Meeting. An artist, mediator, and pacifist, Sally remembered that her mother, Anna
Schuder, often said, “Let’s see what love can do to help,” when settling differences or making a
decision. Sally was a devoted caregiver for her mother for many years. Sally loved her family,
praised family members, and always looked forward to their gatherings.

Sally gladly taught new visitors to Quaker meetings about Friends practices, policies, and
history. She was fond of quoting from notable Quakers, including George Fox. Shortly before
her passing, Sally posted a George Fox quotation, adding in her own words: “God is in everyone.
No exceptions!”

Sally Schuder Ferrell was a very kind person who loved fellowship and supported friends and
others in many ways. She lived close to the land on the rural family home place in Wilkes
County, heating with wood she cut and growing much of her garden produce. She loved native
wildflowers that her mother had shown her and both treasured.

Sally Schuder Ferrell continues to be a leader and role model for those of us who remain. Her
fearless yet easy going and pragmatic nature inspires us as we try to shape a meeting bereft of
her loving guidance.

Thanks,
Ted Edgerton
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