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“Yes to the troops, no to the wars,” a slogan initiated by Chuck Fager when he was the Executive 

Director, concisely states the philosophy of Quaker House. That slogan has acquired new 

significance in the current political atmosphere. Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth is attempting 

to unjustly remove women and people of color from military leadership. Federalization of 

National Guard troops to aid ICE in its aggressive immigration enforcement raises issues of 

unconstitutional use of the military for domestic law enforcement, and associated issuance of 

illegal orders. 

 

The addition of the above concerns to the ongoing damage done by involvement with the 

military- domestic violence, substance abuse, moral injury, etc.- means that the demand for 

Quaker House’s services is growing and the need becomes ever more acute. In response, Quaker 

House has added a counselor, Kelly Doughorty, to assist our GI Rights Hotline counselors, 

Lenore Yarger and Steve Woolford, now in their 25th year as Quaker House employees. 

 

The issue of illegal orders is being addressed through liaison with the Military Lawyers Task 

Force of the National Lawyers Guild. Efforts to increase the visibility and expand the outreach of 

Quaker House include the introduction of Reconnaissance, a twice monthly series of articles and 

reports on the state of the military and ongoing challenges faced by troops, built on the Substack 

platform. Chuck Fager has stepped back from board membership to write these reports on a 

contractual basis. 

 

Board member Curt Torell has completed his revision of the book, Conscientious Objection: Is 

This for You? Together with an associated PowerPoint. A podcast episode with Thee Quaker is 

being considered. Our domestic violence counselor, Jaonna Nunez, is now licensed in Virginia 

and is seeking licensure in South Carolina. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lyle Adley-Warrick (Raleigh Friends Meeting)  

PFYMF Representative to the Quaker House board 

 


