Piedmont Friends-Yearly Meeting & Fellowship

Vision Statement Recommendation to Annual Sessions

Piedmont Friends Representative Body recommends to the 2026 Annual Sessions the following
Vision Statement and Core Elements:

Background
Member meetings and worship groups of Piedmont Friends were invited to comment on the

proposed Vision Statement and Core Elements. Eight meetings provided written and/or oral
comment: Chapel Hill, Charlotte, Durham, Eno, Fayetteville, New Garden, Raleigh, Salem
Creek, Wilkes County. The comments and, in some instances minutes, spoke with
appreciation for the discernment that went into creating the document and agreement that it
speaks to meetings’ experience and understanding of Piedmont Friends. Suggestions for
edits were incorporated into the final Vision statement and Core Elements.

Vision Statement

As a Yearly Meeting and Fellowship of the Religious Society of Friends, Piedmont
Friends-Yearly Meeting & Fellowship (Piedmont Friends) seeks to foster a loving
community of affiliated monthly meetings and worship groups by increasing and
strengthening connections among members, attenders, and seekers and with other
Friends’ organizations. Our primary goals are to nurture monthly meetings and
worship groups by supporting spiritual growth and to witness to our collective
truth in the wider world.

Core Elements

SPIRIT — Piedmont Friends is led by the inward experience of the spirit
regardless of the metaphor or descriptive language that is used to express it.

QUAKER PRACTICE — Piedmont Friends’ practice is guided by Spirit, our

various historical traditions, and continuing revelation tested through corporate
discernment.

INCLUSIVENESS — Recognizing that inclusiveness enriches our spiritual lives,
the body of Piedmont Friends welcomes and affirms individuals, monthly meetings,
and worship groups from a wide variety of social and theological backgrounds and
experiences.



COMMUNITY and WITNESS — Piedmont Friends fosters community within
and between monthly meetings and worship groups, strengthens relationships with
other Quaker organizations, and witnesses our truth to the wider world.

STRUCTURE - Piedmont Friends has a simple and sufficient structure to serve
the evolving vision of the Yearly Meeting and Fellowship constituents.

TRANSPARENCY and OPENNESS — Piedmont Friends aspires to be
transparent and open in all endeavors.



