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North Carolina Coalition
for Alternatives to the
Death Penalty

Who we are

The North Carolina Coalition for Alternatives
to the Death Penalty is a statewide coalition
of member organizations and individuals
committed to ending the death penalty and
creating a new vision of justice.

Our work is rooted in racial justice,
restorative justice, and centering voices of
people most impacted. We believe their
leadership and stories are key to
transforming our system.

What we do

* Educate North Carolinians about the
deep racism and ongoing injustices of
the death penalty.

Advocate for policy change at the
local and state levels to decrease
death sentences.

Amplify the voices of directly
impacted people through public
events, advocacy, and storytelling.

Build power through relationships
with individuals and communities to
end the death penalty and invest in
real public safety.
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Our vision

A North Carolina without the death penalty,
where justice means accountability,
humanity, and healing. A future where
communities have the resources they need
to thrive.

Get involved

Join the movement. There are many ways to
take action and make an impact.

Sign up for email updates and follow
us on social media.

Join an info session to learn more
about the death penalty in North
Carolina and how to get involved in
the movement to end it.

Attend an NCCADP event or invite us
to collaborate on one in your
community.

Host a screening or panel. We
regularly present the short film Racist
Roots and lead local community
discussions across the state.

Donate to support the work to end
the death penalty in our state.

Whether you’re ready to speak out, organize,
or just learn more, we'd love to connect.

Visit to take action.
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There are many reasons to oppose

NC'’s last execution was in

2006, but death sentences the death penalty. Here are several.

continue to be imposed.

Racism

NC’s death penalty grew out of slavery. Today, race remains

perhaps the most important factor in deciding who gets the death

penalty. Nearly 60% of those on death row are people of color,

compared to just 38% of NC’s population. Nearly 50% of those on
e dea_th death row were sentenced by overwhelmingly white juries. People

penalty era, 43 NC lives being tried for capital murder are 200% more likely to be

has\;enzﬁiiﬂézkee;egﬁtiar;[e_ sentenced to death if the victim is white.

Innocence

In the modern death penalty era, 12 North Carolinians have so far
been exonerated after receiving death sentences — but not before
serving a combined 157 years in prison.

More than 120 people live Intellectual disabilities & mental iliness

o NS elailn o Intellectual disabilities and mental iliness make people more

susceptible to police pressure to confess, even when they are
innocent. Across the US and in NC, people with mental illness and
intellectual disabilities are also more likely to receive unfair trials.

Public safety

NC has the _5th largest Studies show that the death penalty does not deter violent crimes
death row in the US. like murder, but it does create more grieving families and
traumatized children.

High cost of death

In NC, cases resulting in the death penalty cost an average of $2.16

million more than cases resulting in a sentence of life in prison.
Across the US, 23 states have & P

already abolished the death

penalty. Waning support & outdated laws

A 2019 poll found that 75% of North Carolinians oppose the death
penalty compared to alternative sentences. Between 2010 and
2021, juries said no to the death penalty in 85% of capital trials.
Most of the people on NC’s death row were sentenced in the
1990s. By today’s laws, almost none of them would have been

Connect with Us sentenced to death.
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