PIEDMONT FRIENDS-YEARLY MEETING & FELLOWSHIP
Friends World Committee on Consultation
REPRESENTATIVE'S REPORT, 2026

Friends World Committee on Consultation (FWCC) has reorganized. Almost the
entire staff now works on-line. This has reduced the cost of office space and
removed the expenses of having staff move across the country to locate into a
common headquarters. They continue to update and maintain the worldwide map of
Friends Meetings. The Section of the Americas has remained active in linking
Friends from Central and South America with those in North America.

Meetings of the Section of the Americas were held in Central America over the last
year. The Section has also undertaken a renewed effort to support interpreters to
facilitate the communication across and within the Section of the Americas. This
effort has just culminated with currently holding training in Spanish and English for
the Section of the Americas here in the Piedmont. Both Jamestown and Deep Creek
have provided support with most of the sessions occurring in and around
Greensboro.

In all section meetings everything is done in English and Spanish; so there are
pauses for translation. However, this provides time for careful reflection before
speaking. Like Yearly Meetings there are reports on the progress, projects, and
collaborative efforts from AFSC, FCN, Quaker United Nations Office, and the Sections
of Asia, Africa, Europe, and the Americas. There is always a time for questions.

One of the most striking to me was that multiple Central and South American
Countries and refugee programs continue to ask for the AFSC to expand their
conflict resolution training programs into more countries. The behind the scenes
work of the QUNO and policy efforts of FCNL were also commented on very
positively by Yearly Meetings from other parts of the Section of the Americas. Many
perspectives were shared but there was much reference to the Testimonies from
Friends between Alaska and Chile.

The Quaker Connect Project 2nd Cohort has gathered in Richmond IN. Multiple
Meeting and a range of Young Friends are involved. Friends are reminded to note
World Quaker Day on Oct 4, 2026.

Finally, there was a general epistle compiled recalling George Fox’s Vision that: A
great people would be gathered” and we find that we are still here. It is uplifting to
hear from diverse friends and remind ourselves to be valiant and faithful as we
imagine a better world.

[ appreciate the opportunity to represent the PFYMF.
Respectfully Submitted.
Sam Dempsey, Salem Creek Friends Meeting



