PIEDMONT FRIENDS-YEARLY MEETING & FELLOWSHIP
Clerking Committee Report
Annual Sessions, June 6, 2026

This report summarizes the ministry of Piedmont Friends Yearly Meeting & Fellowship
(PF-YM&F) for 2025-2026

The Piedmont Friends Representative Body approved the following priorities for 2025-
2026. The priorities guide the work of the Clerking Committee, the Executive
Committee, and the Representative Body.

Create opportunities for Friends to gather across PF both virtually and in-
person
Support Adult Young Friends and seekers
Encourage meetings in their efforts to support young families and youth

. Encourage meetings to join in common concerns and work toward response and
action (participation in workshops & forums, Peace & Social Concerns joint
action, FCNCL, Quaker Call-NC, sharing minutes of concern, etc.)

1. Creating opportunities for Friends to gather across Piedmont Friends both
virtually and in-person

Fall Gathering, October 11 — A Call to Action with Eileen Flanagan at New Garden
Friends Meeting

Spring Gathering, March 29 — A virtual gathering for worship & connections in
these challenging times to enhance our sense of being connected in community with
other Piedmont Friends

The 2026 Retreat & Annual Sessions on the theme of “Gathered in Spirit,
Nourished in Nature, Nurtured in Community” — A robust Planning Committee
started meeting in the spring of 2025 to discern and think through the details for our
first full weekend retreat in some years being held at Haw River State Park June
5,6,7. The Clerking Committee is grateful to these Friends, and others who have
helped to develop a full weekend retreat for fellowship, education, inspiration and
business for the 150 plus Friends who have registered.

2. Supporting Adult Young Friends (AYF) and seekers:

The Piedmont Adult Young Friend group has an email listserv for Friends in their
20’s and 30’s, loosely. Formed during COVID with online gatherings, the group
shifted somewhat toward in-person gatherings over the last few years. While there
were no formal group gatherings in the last year, online or in-person, folks have
appreciated the opportunity to check in periodically electronically and share
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information about what is happening in the world. Beulah Gullion is serving as the
group's convener. Piedmont Friends is making funds available for the attendance of
Young Adult Friends and other gatherings.

3. Encourage meetings in their efforts to support young families and youth

We are underwriting some of the 2026 retreat children and youth related costs and
are scheduling a family-focused, topical workshop at the Annual Retreat

4. Encourage meetings to join in common concerns and work toward response
and action (participation in workshops & forums, Peace & Social Concerns
joint action, FCNCL, Quaker Call-NC, sharing minutes of concern, etc.)

Peace & Social Justice initiative brings together Friends who are active in Peace
and Social Justice. A gathering of Peace and Social Concerns (and other similarly
named monthly meeting committees) committee representatives from member
meetings resulted in creation of a Google Group of interested Friends, allowing
sharing of actions, ideas, and resources. The Google Group is available to
interested Friends. One example of its current use: it is being used to share options
for serving individual financial needs of the wider community beyond the monthly
meeting. This group plans to meet several times a year.

The “Not Normal Tuesdays” initiative is an invitation for Friends to join in collective
action to not normalize authoritarianism. It is intended to provide a mechanism to
invite people to respond to and engage in work to change the direction of society. It
is also serving to foster connections between concerned Friends.

Many of our activities had the goal of strengthening the sense of
community within Piedmont Friends:

The Piedmont Friends Website lists each member meeting and worship group,
including meeting times and contact information. In addition, the website posts
information about the history of Piedmont Friends, meetings’ minutes of concern,
upcoming events, and advance documents for Annual Sessions and
Representative Body meetings. https://www.piedmontfriends.org/

Monthly Piedmont Friends Events Listing compiles recurring meetings and
events from member meetings, particularly those gatherings, in-person and
virtual, in which Friends from other PF meetings may want to participate. The
Monthly Events Listing is distributed to meetings and posted on the website.
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The Spiritual State of the Meeting Report Committee gathers the individual
meeting Spiritual Condition reports, making them all available on the Piedmont
Friends website. A synthesis of the individual meeting reports, highlighting
common threads and themes was prepared for Annual Sessions.

Piedmont Friends Leadership Directory - the Clerking Committee updates semi-
annually the Directory that contains the names and contact information for
leadership positions within each of the member meetings, as well as for Piedmont
Friends. The hope is for committee clerks and others to be able to reach out to
peers in other meetings. Quaker Earthcare Witness (QEW) and other Earthcare
contacts within PF will be added to the Directory this year.

Monthly Meeting Clerks Calls - The Clerking Committee hosts a quarterly Zoom
call for Clerks of member meetings. Clerks share updates and concerns from their
meetings, have informal conversation, learn about happenings with Piedmont
Friends and build connections. The clerks have found this to be a strengthening and
meaningful time.

The Communications Working Group - Under the care of the Clerking
Committee, the working group compiles the monthly events listing, participates in
the planning of Piedmont Friends events and gatherings, assists with
communications to Piedmont Friends and beyond.

The Finance Working Group — Under the care of the Clerking Committee and
Treasurer, brings together Friends from several member meetings to carry the
financial concerns and work of Piedmont Friends. The working group
communicates with member meeting Treasurers periodically to share the PF
budget and financial reports.

Minutes of Concern - The Clerking Committee has requested clerks of monthly
meetings to send approved Minutes of Concern for posting on the PF-YM&F
website and available for the encouragement of others.
https://www.piedmontfriends.org/meetings-minutes-of-concern.

Piedmont Friends Organization:

Piedmont Friends Clerking Committee: Marian Beane, Charlotte Friends Meeting;
John Shuford, Raleigh Friends Meeting, David Haines, Durham Friends Meeting



Piedmont Friends-Yearly Meeting & Fellowship
Clerking Committee Report — 2026 Annual Sessions

Piedmont Friends Executive Committee includes: The Clerking Committee,
Leslie Rountree, Recording Clerk, Chapel Hill Friends Meeting; Paul Klever,

Treasurer, Eno Friends Meeting; and a representative of the Nominating Committee

and the Spiritual Condition Committee

Piedmont Friends Representative Body: The Executive Committee,
Representatives from member meetings, and Piedmont Friends appointed
representatives to Quaker organizations.

Piedmont Friends Working Groups: Communications under the care of the
Clerking Committee, Finance under the care of the Treasurer

Piedmont Friends Appointed Representatives to: American Friends Service
Committee (AFSC), Friends Committee on National Legislation (FCNL), Friends
Committee on North Carolina Legislation (FCNCL), Friends General Conference
(FGC), Friends World Committee for Consultation — Section of the Americas
(FWCC-SofA), and Quaker House; liaison to Quaker Earthcare Witness (QEW)

We, the Clerking Committee, are grateful for the opportunity to be of service and are
grateful to all Friends who give of their time and Spirit to deepen the life of Piedmont
Friends.

Marian Beane, John Shuford, David Haines



