Are you opposed to war?
What are your thoughts and your obligations about military service?

You may have seen the news on automatic registration for a potential military draft starting in December 2026.
Young men at 18 years old will have their names automatically registered regardless of individual actions or
wishes. Women are not currently required to register; however, women can be drafted if they are in a medical
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profession. A “medical” draft would cover 57 types of health occupations, for men and women, ages 20 to 44.

Quakers have long been in opposition to war. The Society of Friends stated its position clearly in 1660:

“We utterly deny all outward wars and strife, and fightings with outward weapons, for any end, or under any
pretense whatsoever; ... this is our testimony to the whole world... Therefore, we cannot learn war any more.”

Faith and Practice for many Yearly Meetings have always encouraged counseling against military service and for
support of conscientious objectors (definition below). Philadelphia YM Faith & Practice says “We support those
who resist cooperation with conscription (the draft) and those who oppose war by performing work as
conscientious objectors.” Most Yearly Meetings also say that they hold in love some members who feel they
must undertake service.

So, what are the alternatives and options open to you under the law?

If you have religious or moral convictions that cause you to be opposed to war, and therefore want to decline to
be in the military, there is a provision in the law to accommodate this: It is called “Conscientious Objection.” This
provision has been completely legal and available for many generations. Quakers helped establish this option.
The following rules currently apply in order to be classified as a Conscientious Objector (CO):

{1} If a draft is activated, you must pro-actively apply for status as a Conscientious Objector. Being a Quaker does
not automatically qualify you for CO status. Your claim must be substantiated by explanatory documents.

{2} You must be against all wars - war in any form, not just against some wars or certain types of wars. - Please
note that being against war as a CO has nothing to do with self-defense, such as any actions or force someone
might use to stop a criminal assault. War is defined very differently from self-defense.

{3} You may choose one of these options in your CO claim process:

(a) Perform alternative service in a completely civilian job, for example in a hospital. You would not enter the
military to perform this option.

(b) Agree to enter the military, but only as a CO, for example performing duty in the medical branch of a
military service. All military rules and training would apply to you except for use of lethal killing force. (Three
CO’s received the Medal of Honor for heroism in medical non-combatant duties; two of them were killed in
action.)

Have questions? Experienced Friends, some of whom are Veterans of the military, are available to answer your
questions and offer clarification. Some contacts are:

- Raleigh Friends Meeting
- Quaker House, Fayetteville, NC



- Other meetings of Piedmont Friends



