PIEDMONT FRIENDS-YEARLY MEETING & FELLOWSHIP
Piedmont Representative Body meeting (PFRB)
August 16, 2025, 10 AM - 12 PM (via Zoom)

Note from recording clerk: In the list of attendees, members of the clerking committee are in bold. In the
minutes, an asterisk * denotes the document referenced was provided in advance.

Present: Marian Beane (Charlotte), John Cardarelli (Salem Creek), Michelle Downey (Fayetteville), Wayne
Finegar (Quaker House; Fayetteville), Sally Freeman (Eno), Peter Furst (Eno), Michael Galovic
(Swannanoa), David Haines (Durham), Paul Klever (Eno), Amy MacKintosh (Raleigh), Karen McKinnon
(Eno), Leslie Rountree (Chapel Hill), John Shuford™ (Raleigh), Deborah Warot (Charlotte).

Regrets: Kevin Lawe and Jean Pudlo (New Garden), Ted Edgerton and Melissa Meyer (Wilkes County)

Presiding clerk Marian Beane welcomed everyone. After a brief round of introductions and sharing of
joys and concerns, we settled into silent worship.

Approval of Agenda*

The agenda was approved, with one addition: a suggestion to minute appreciation for Bill Moore.
Approval of Piedmont Friends Representative Body Minutes of April 26, 2025*

The minutes were approved with one minor correction regarding the name of Haw River State Park.
Approval of Minutes of Annual Sessions held May 31, 2025*

The minutes were approved with gratitude.

2025 Piedmont Friends Epistle*
After a brief time to share thoughts about the Epistle, it was approved with gratitude.
Minute of thanks to Epistle Committee

Marian read the following proposed minute of appreciation:

Piedmont Friends Yearly Meeting & Fellowship expresses deep gratitude to the Epistle Committee for
lovingly crafting an epistle to convey to Friends everywhere the activities and sense of joy, fellowship and
deep concern for others that was evident at the 2025 Retreat and Annual Sessions. Thank you, Carolyn
Stuart (Chapel Hill), Leslie Rountree (Chapel Hill) and Ben Chambers (Charlotte).

The minute was approved, with gratitude.

Piedmont Friends priorities for 2025-26 (recommended by Executive Committee)

John Shuford walked us through the recommended priorities:



e Create opportunities for Friends to gather across Piedmont Friends, both virtually and in-person

e Support Adult Young Friends and seekers

e Encourage meetings in their efforts to support young families and youth

e Encourage meetings to join in common concerns and work toward response and action
(participation in workshops & forums, Peace & Social Concerns joint action, FCNCL, Quaker Call-
NC, sharing minutes of concern, etc.)

e Strengthen ties with Friends and Friends bodies in the Piedmont

John then read aloud the 2024-25 priorities:

e Creating opportunities for Friends to gather across PF both virtually and in-person

e Supporting Adult Young Friends group

e Supporting meetings in their efforts to support young families and youth

e Strengthening the unification of Piedmont Friends

¢ Sharing opportunities for Friends to join in common concerns and work toward response and
action (encourage meetings to extend opportunities to other PF meetings—workshops, forums,
Peace & Social Concerns, FCNCL, Quaker Call-NC, Minutes of concern, etc.)

e Strengthening ties with Friends and Friends bodies in the Piedmont

After a brief discussion, the recommended priorities were approved.
Discerning with Swannanoa Valley Friends Meeting regarding Piedmont Friends affiliation*

David Haines gave us some background on the Executive Committee’s development of a procedure to
guide both sides in formalizing a relationship between a monthly and yearly meeting. Swannanoa Valley
is in discernment about their role in and desire for yearly meeting membership, which served as the
impetus for its development. He walked us through the proposed discernment process. One Friend
shared that it was a joy to have this discernment with Swannanoa given the tender feelings we have for
them in their struggles to recover from Hurricane Helene. Friends were easy with the proposed
recommendations.

Discerning a vision for Piedmont Friends-Yearly Meeting & Fellowship*

Marian explained that one outcome of the development of the discernment recommendations was the
idea that Piedmont Friends should discern a vision statement for the unified organization. The proposed
draft statement was screen-shared and Marian invited comments. Friends felt that additional
clarification was needed in the sections on structure, on inclusiveness, and also in the distinction
between member and affiliated meetings. Friends felt that further work should be done by the Executive
Committee before the statement is released to monthly meetings for input. David mentioned history of
preserving loving unity in North Carolina Yearly Meeting, which is now six separate meetings. Marian
said we would continue to hold the work and seek clarification.

Report on Fancy Gap Monthly Meeting

David reported that Fancy Gap Meeting in Virginia laid themselves down as a meeting when their
membership dropped to five. They merged their food pantry service with a local organization and the
meeting itself disbanded. We appreciated their participation and witness for the years they were
members of PFYM&F and wish the individuals well. Friends expressed their appreciation for David
checking up on them, and recognized the work of the Fancy Gap pastor, Toby Lowe.



Fall 2025 gathering — interim report

Sally Freeman said they are looking at sponsoring a training in nonviolent resistance with Philadelphia
Quaker activist and author Eileen Flanagan. The tentative date is October 11, with the location and other
details to be announced. Friends responded that the topic is exciting and timely, given the current
political and social climate.

Retreat and annual sessions: June 5,6,7 at Haw River State Park - early planning report*

Paul Klever shared that our reservation has been secured. We anticipate a weekend in-person gathering.
Paul reported that each meeting will be expected to appoint one person to the planning committee.
Mary Linda McKinney and Leslie Rountree have volunteered to work on programs for teens and children,
respectively. The planning committee will conduct a site visit on Friday, August 29. Paul invited anyone
with interest to come.

Nominating Committee — organizing report

John Cardarelli and Karen McKinnon are welcoming Ann Miller (Chapel Hill) and Clint Corcoran (New
Garden) to the nominating committee. The committee is looking for someone to serve as a liaison to
Quaker Earthcare Witness. They will meet in person next month to begin their work.

Spiritual State of Meeting Committee — timeline for 2026 queries

Sally Freeman reported for Spiritual State of the Meeting committee -- Deborah Warot, Mark Davidson
and Nancy Haines. They are currently discerning what this year’s queries will be. Sally is helping with the
transition as she is rotating off the committee. Deborah spoke with appreciation about Sally’s work and
how she is proud when she reads what all the meetings are doing.

Treasurer’s report*

Paul said that he would keep things brief today — everything is “moving according to budget.” Rather
than walking through the budget report, he asked Friends to review it and please send him any questions
they may have.

Report on Peace & Social Concerns initiative

Paul reported on efforts to bring together the clerks of Peace and Social Concerns committees virtually
to have a conversation about the concerns held by in each meeting, to build connections and to foster
awareness throughout PFYM&F. Tentative plans are to meet on Saturday, September 13, 10 am. Anyone
is welcome. Karen McKinnon said that there may be a conflict with a previously scheduled nominations
committee meeting. Paul and Karen will work it out and notify Friends of any changes.

Report on updating of PF Leadership Directory

John Shuford has taken over the task of updating the directory from Nancy Riemer. A new edition will be
available soon.

Meeting Dates



The remaining PFYM&F Representative Body meeting dates for 2025-2026 are the following Saturdays at
10 am: November 15, February 21, and April 18.

Friends Committee on National Legislation

Lizzie Biddle report that this year’s FCNL annual meeting will be totally virtual. The strategic plan report
is available on our website.

Minute of Appreciation for Bill Moore

Marian asked for representatives to reflect on the work and leadings of Bill Moore, who will be returning
to his homeland of New Zealand. Friends shared appreciation for the many tasks Bill took on in his
affiliation with Piedmont Friends:

- Bill served as clerk of Piedmont Friends Fellowship (PFF) for six years

- He was instrumental in the unification of the PFF and Piedmont Friends Yearly Meeting

- He served as PFYM&F treasurer and webmaster, he set up the Google groups, and was responsible for
online presence of Piedmont Friends

- Bill served as a representative to American Friends Service Committee for several years, and as Raleigh
Meeting’s representative to PFF

Friends noted with gratitude that Bill was reliable, spoke with candor, and often presented a different
view that was helpful in the process of discernment.

We settled out in silent worship at 12:03 pm.



