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KEY DEFINITIONS Related to the Israeli/ Palestinian Conflict 

  

Terms Definitions 

An Ethnocracy An ethnocracy is a type of political structure in 

which the state apparatus is controlled by a 

dominant ethnic group (or groups) to further its 

interests, power, dominance, and resources.  i.e., 

Israel (Yiftael). 

Anti-semitism  Anti-Jewishness. Historically, anti-semitism in 

Europe persecuted the Jews across two millennia, 

as well as fueled the Nazi Holocaust. 

AIPAC The American Israeli Political Action Committee, 

aka, the Israeli Lobby. AIPAC funds 

Congresspeople, Senators, and other political 

candidates who will support its agenda to protect 

Israel. 

Apartheid (Human Rights Watch, 2021). 

 

Democratic Majority of Israel A large US political group that supports Israel. 
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Ethnic cleansing 

 

Genocide  

Nakba, the Palestinians name for Israel’s independence day, 

which means “the catastrophe,” because so many 

Palestinians lost their  land. 

Self-defense Under international law, Israel does not have a 

right to self-defense in Gaza or the West Bank, 

because it occupies them. In other words, those 

are not Israel’s lands to defend. 

Peace/ Justice In many conflicts, no resolution is possible 

without the provision of justice, so we are using 

the word together to symbolize they are 

inseparable. 

Misapplication of Power The abuse of power 

Jewish Supremacy The assumption that Jews are superior, that Jews 

should have power over other groups [parallels the 

term “White Supremacy”] in human rights reports 

about Israel. 

Palestinians Persons from Gaza or the West Bank: They cannot 

vote in Israel’s elections, as they are no citizens. 

Palestinian Citizens of Israel Citizens of Israel of Arab descent. They can vote 

in Israel’s national elections, but still suffer 

discrimination in many aspects of life in Israel, 

being  treated as 2nd class citizens. 

Indigenous UN definition: “Indigenous communities, peoples 

and nations are those which, having a historical 

continuity with pre-invasion and pre-colonial 

societies that developed on their territories, 

consider themselves distinct from other sectors of 

the societies now prevailing on those territories, or 

parts of them.” 

Settler Colonialism A type of colonialism in which the indigenous 

peoples of a colonized region are displaced by 
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settlers.  Examples: The USA, Canada, Australia, 

New Zealand, South Africa. The concept is also 

useful for understanding conflicts in other 

colonized nations in Africa, Asia, and the 

Americas. Under international law, a conquering 

nation is not allowed to settle its people in the 

conquered land it occupies. 

Key Assumption of International Law after WWII Any country may not take land by warfare and 

claim it as theirs. 

Occupation In international law, a territory is considered 

“occupied” when it is actually placed under the 

authority of the hostile army. The definition of 

occupation and the obligations of the occupying 

power were initially codified at the end of the 

nineteenth century. An occupying power is 

obligated to protect the interests and rights of the 

people it occupies. 

Occupied land cannot be annexed to the 

conquering nations. 

By international law. 

Zionism A Jewish social movement of the 1880s which 

called for the establishment of a Jewish state. The 

movement broadened over time to include cultural 

Zionism, religious, Zionism,  political Zionism 

(Goal: to  up a state), and other types. 

Christian Zionists Christians who support the Israeli state, as the 

state was predicted to precede the “End Times,” 

(The Rapture).  

C.U.F.I. Christians United for Israel, the largest Christian 

Zionist organization, led by Evangelist John 

Hagee. CUFI contribute more funds to Israel than 

do Jewish donors. A Christian nationalist 

organization. 

Fatah An acronym that stands for the Palestinian 

National Liberation Movement, the political party 

that was elected to administer the West Bank in 

2006. 

Hamas. the acronym for Harakat al-Muqawama al-

Islamiya (The Islamic Resistance Movement,” an 

Islamist political party which was elected to 

administer Gaza in 2006. 

Propaganda Information produced by a state or political body 

to persuade others to that viewpoint. 

Misinformation Untrue or inaccurate information 
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Disinformation Untrue or inaccurate information deliberately 

created to mislead others 

Disinformation about 7 October Stories found to be false: babies beheaded, baby in 

oven, mass rapes. 

Hostages To Israelis: any persons taken captive on 7 

October and being held by Haas.  

To Palestinians: the many Palestinian persons 

being held in Israeli prisons, as most a political 

prisoners or falsely imprisoned.  

Settlers Under international law, an occupier is not 

permitted to settle its people there. The “Israeli 

settlers” live in the West Bank, all settlements are 

illegal under international law. Some of the 

settlers are right wing-extremists who regularly 

harass their Palestinian neighbors to get them to 

leave the land. 

Occupied Palestinian Territories 

The oPt are: Gaza, the West Bank, and the Golan 

Heights. 
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BASIC CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS related to Gaza 

 

Pre- 20th Century Gaza was known for its textiles,”Gauze,” was a busy 

trading port 

1885 Word “Zionism coined.” 1887: First Zionist Congress 

1880s Jewish immigration from Europe began. 

1918 End of the Ottoman Empire, Beginning of the British 

occupation of Palestinian. British Mandate encourages 

Jewish immigration; confiscated all “unoccupied lads<” 

and gave them to the Zionists for settlements. 

1947 UN Voted to partition land into Israel & Palestine 

1948 Israel’s War of Independence/ el-Nakba, >500 villages 

destroyed. 

1948 Largest influx of refugees into Gaza. Refugees also fled to 

Egypt, Lebanon, and Jordan. 

1956 In the wake of the Suez Canal Crisis, fighting broke out 

between Egypt, Israel, Britain, France and the USA.  Israel 

occupied Gaza. More refugees flee to Gaza. 

1967 More refugees flee to Gaza in the aftermath of the 6-Day 

War in June 1967. 

1973 October War with Egypt in which Egypt tried to take bake 

the Sinai. More refugees flee to Gaza. 

1987- 1993 After 20 years of Occupation. The First Intifada (uprising), 

also was called the “Stone Intifada,” began on 9 December 

1987, in the Jabalia refugee camp after an Israeli truck 

driver collided with a civilian car, killing four Palestinian 

workers. It was largely nonviolent. 

2000- 2005 Second Intifada, The Al-Aqsa Intifada, was triggered by 

Israeli PM Ariel Sharon’s visit to the Al-Aqsa Mosque, the 

3rd holiest site in Islam He Jewish right wing wants to 

rebuild the Temple on the same site. The trigger is Gaza 

was the IDF shooting on 30 September 2000, the death of 

Muhammad al-Durrah, a Palestinian boy shot dead while 

sheltering behind his father in an alley in the Gaza Strip 

The Second Intifada became violent. 

2005 Israel removed its  appropriately 7,000 settlers from Gaza. 

Israel imposes closure and a tight siege on Gaza, regulating 

all goods and people in and out. The closure continues 

until today. 

2006 In elections well-documented to be free and fair, Fatah was 

elected to administer the West Bank, while Hamas was 

elected to leadership in Gaza. 
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2007 Israel imposes a land, sea and air blockade of the Gaza 

Strip, causing some to characterize it as the “world’s 

largest prison.”  

2008- 2009 Operation Cast Lead.” Israel invades Gaza killing about 

1,000 and widespread destruction of hospitals, schools and 

homes, homes, hospitals and clinics,214 schools, 52 

mosques and several churches.  

2012 Israel bombs Gaza, killed about 100 

2014 Israel invaded Gaza, resulting in the deaths of 73 Israelis 

(mostly soldiers) and 2,251 Palestinians (mostly civilians). 

7 October 2023- present. The destruction: Israel attacks Gaza from the land, sea & air, after Hamas 

broke out of Gaza and killed approximately 1,143 Israelis 

and taking 240 hostages. 40,000+ persons have been killed, 

about 17,000 children, constituting 2.3% of Gaza’s 

children.  Roughly 86,000 housing units have been 

destroyed and almost 300,000 more have been damaged in 

the Palestinian territories, according to the Palestinian 

Central Bureau of Statistics. Additionally, 25,000 buildings 

have been destroyed, 32 hospitals forced out of service, 

and three churches, 341 mosques and 100 universities and 

schools destroyed. 

 

 


