
Piedmont Friends-Yearly Meeting & Fellowship 

Hosting a Panel of Friends on Palestine- Israel 

Tuesday, September 3, 2024, 7:00-8:30pm (via Zoom) 

 
How do we, as Quakers, face the challenge of living our values and  

principles as we respond to the violence in Palestine-Israel?” 

PANELISTS 

Vernie Davis (Raleigh Friends), moderator; Mark Davidson (Raleigh Friends); Jane & 

Max Carter (New Garden Friends); Kathy Kamphoefner & Paul Pierce (Raleigh 

Friends/Cairo, Egypt) 

In this Panel Presentation, these Friends will share from their professional and personal 
experiences their perspectives on the complex situation in Palestine-Israel, including 
thoughts on the historical influences contributing to the current war, their understanding 
of the personal costs and struggles of both Palestinians and Israelis, and their 
commitment to the potential for peace in the region.  
 
This initial conversation is an introduction to reflecting on the query for this panel and is 
hoped to be a recourse to individual Friends and monthly meetings in going deeper into 
their own discernment to the query.  
 
Register Here: https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/4SF1cccszg 

 

 

PANELISTS’ BIOS 

VERNIE DAVIS: began his interest and study of resistance movements and struggles 
for independence from colonialism, neocolonialism, occupation and oppression while 
an undergraduate student studying in Africa and Latin America and while in the 
Peace Corps in Ethiopia. Those experiences provided perspective on the 
relationship between structural violence and direct violence. He has participated with 
AFSC and FCNL in efforts to address these systems of violence. At the community 
level he has mediated entrenched conflicts and participated in a community effort to 
establish a Truth & Reconciliation Commission for the 1979 violence in Greensboro. 
He has had a forty plus year career studying and teaching Peace & Conflict Studies 
along with Cultural Anthropology during which time he taught at Earlham College 
and Guilford College. In 2007 he traveled to Israel to meet participants in 
Jewish/Palestinian peace groups in hopes of recruiting students to Guilford College. 

 

J. MARK DAVIDSON: Mark was shaped for social justice work early in his life. His father 
was a person of moral courage whose faith led him to stand in solidarity with victims 
of injustice. His parents were professors at the Beirut College for Women in the 
1960s. At the age of 7, he witnessed the squalor and desperation of the Palestinian 
refugee camps in Beirut, filled with those who had been ethnically cleansed from 
their homeland in 1948, and it left an indelible impression on him.  

During his college summers, he served as a service learning volunteer in 
Appalachia with coal miners, in inner city Denver with Black youth, and in the barrio 

https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/4SF1cccszg


in Albuquerque with Latino and Indigenous youth. Through these experiences, he 
came to see the potential of religious communities to be agents of social change and 
empowerment. 

In 2004, as the pastor of the Church of Reconciliation in Chapel Hill, Mark was 
one of the keynote speakers at the national convention of the Palestine Solidarity 
Movement, addressing the decision of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) to begin the 
process of divestment from companies that were profiting from the Israeli 
occupation. 

In 2012, the Salaam-Shalom Committee of the Church of Reconciliation, working 
in alliance with other peacemaking partners in the community, posted bus ads in the 
Chapel Hill Bus System as part of the US Campaign to End the Israeli Occupation. 
The ads forthrightly called for an end to US military aid to Israel in order to build 
peace and equality in Israel-Palestine. It was an education in how different issues 
look when you move from concerned conversations to direct action. Hate mail, their 
church vandalized with swastikas, and death threats were the response of some to 
their witness. But others were moved to think more deeply about what had befallen 
the Palestinian people and thanked them for taking a stand. Also, deep friendships 
with interfaith and secular partners arose from this action.  

In 2013, Mark was part of an international delegation to Jordan, Israel, the West 
Bank, and the Naqab Desert with Friends of Sabeel North America. Meeting with 
Palestinian and Israeli scholars, activists, and peacemakers was a profound 
experience that confirmed and deepened his understanding of the issues.  

In 2019, following his retirement from pastoral work, Mark joined the Voices for 
Justice in Palestine as its Executive Director, and continues his work for a just and 
lasting peace in Palestine-Israel. 

Following his retirement from pastoral ministry, he joined the Coalition for Peace 
with Justice as its Executive Director in 2019 and has worked with the Board to birth 
Voices for Justice in Palestine.  
Voices for Justice in Palestine (VJP) formed in 2020 
https://voicesforjusticeinpalestine.org/who-we-are/ 
 

 

MAX & JANE CARTER: Greensboro educators Max and Jane have recently returned 
from the city of Ramallah, where they have been leading service-learning trips since 
1997. For decades they have been meeting with people working for justice in both 
Israel and Palestine. 

Max retired in 2015 as the William R. Rogers Director of Friends Center and 
Quaker Studies at Guilford College. A conscientious objector during the American 
War in Vietnam, he performed his alternative service at the Friends Boys School in 
Ramallah. Max is a recorded minister in the Religious Society of Friends. He and 
Jane are members of New Garden Friends Meeting in Greensboro. 

 
KATHY KAMPHOEFNER: is an international development professional and educator 

with more than 20 years of experience in the Middle East, East Africa and China. 
Her main areas of expertise are: Intercultural communication, education & capacity 
building, conflict sensitivity and peacebuilding, gender, refugees, and human rights. 

Kathy has extensive experience in transitional/post-conflict areas, where she has 
developed work plans, hired and supervised U.S. and national teams in the 
achievement of contract deliverables, conducted evaluation research, and built 
effective relationships with host counterparts under challenging conditions. She is 

https://voicesforjusticeinpalestine.org/who-we-are/


particularly known for her mediation skills and collaborative leadership skills. She 
has lived and worked in Cairo, Beijing, Moscow, Jerusalem, Juba (South Sudan) and 
Wenzhou, China. 

 
PAUL PIERCE:  served with Christian Peacemaker Team in Hebron the summers of 

2019- 2003. Kathy Kamphoefner and Paul Pierce worked as the Jerusalem QIAR 
(Quaker International Affairs Representatives/ AFSC's Country Directors from 2003- 
2007. He is a member of Raleigh Friends Meeting.  [Kathy served with CPT the 
summers of 1995- 2005] 

 

 


