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Friends Protecting Our Democracy

The Steering Committee of Quaker Call to Action-NC (QCNC) is calling on Quakers across the state to
discern how they might help to protect our democracy in the North Carolina 2024 election and beyond.

Who are we? The national Urgent Call Steering Committee identified North Carolina as a swing state where
Friends could have a significant impact. Responding to this, a group of Friends from across North Carolina
that carry a concern for our democracy came together as a Steering Committee for QCNC. We believe
Friends are called to persevere in seeking and speaking truth, followed by right action.

Why now? Many Friends worked hard during the 2022 mid-terms to protect our elections and rebuild
democracy by registering voters and serving as canvassers, poll workers, poll watchers, and election officials.
The elections were conducted safely and without major problems, although threats were noted in several
counties throughout the state. However, extremely gerrymandered districts mean our NC legislative assembly
does not fairly represent the will of vast swaths of the population.

Regrettably, we see that truth, democracy, equality, and civility continue to be under unprecedented attack by
authoritarian movements in our society. These extremist movements, many anchored in the tenets of white
supremacy, are aggressively pursuing an agenda that counters equality, integrity, community, peace and
justice.

What is the plan? The QCNC Steering Committee is serving as a hub for communication, conversation,
learning, and support as Friends act for truth and democracy. QCNC plans to organize state-wide Zoom calls
and training sessions to support and facilitate our witness and action, including:

e registering voters, e engaging in deep conversations and canvassing,
e working as poll observers or poll e partnering with community-based organizations,
workers particularly those led by BIPOC and LGBTQI+
e writing letters to the editor, people, which can help build community and

e (getting out the vote, strengthen the impact of our actions.

NEXT STEPS. Our first call—7:00, Thursday, MAY 23—uwill be an opportunity to come together to share
concerns, to learn what Friends can do to protect Democracy and how QCNC can facilitate connections and
action. With Diane Randall from the national Urgent Call Steering Committee.

Register for the NC Urgent Call zoom meetings and future trainings at QCNC Reqistration . You also can
endorse the Quaker Call to Action-NC Urgent Call.

You can read the full Urgent Call to North Carolina Religious Society of Friends at our webpage: Quaker Call
to Action-NC and see the Protect our Elections Actions List.

Report on specific actions that you, your meeting, or your organization is undertaking, share resources or
contact the QCNC Steering Committee via email: QuakerCall-NC@piedmontfriends.org .

Please circulate this information about the QCNC Urgent Call within your meetings, churches, and Quaker
organizations.

QCNC Steering Committee
(Individual Friends are not appointed by their monthly meeting

BOB LACKEY, Asheville Friends Meeting
WAYNE FINEGAR, Fayetteville Friends Meeting

PAMELA SCHWINGL, Chapel Hill Friends Meeting SALLY FREEMAN, Eno Friends Meeting of Hillsborough
LIZZIE BIDDLE, New Garden Friends Meeting TIM LINDEMAN New Garden Friends Meeting

VERNIE DAVIS, Raleigh Friend Meeting _ MARIAN BEANE Charlotte Friends Meeting
MARGUERITE DINGMAN, Durham Friends Meeting PAUL KLEVER, Eno Friends Meeting of Hillsborough

Clerk, Quaker Call to Action-NC
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