
Piedmont Friends—Yearly Meeting & Fellowship 

Representative Body Meeting 

February 17, 2024 10:00 am 

 

Note: * indicates an advance document available at piedmontfriends.org. 

Present: Ellie Beach (Eno), Marian Beane (Charlotte), John Cardarelli (Salem Creek), Susan Carlyle 

(Friendship), Ben Chambers (Charlotte), Wayne Finegar (Quaker House), Sally Freeman (Eno), Paul 

Klever (Eno), Mary Jo Klingel (Charlotte), Amy McIntosh (Raleigh), Karen McKinnon (Eno), Bill Moore 

(Raleigh), Nancy Riemer (Raleigh), William Rogers (Palo Alto, worshiping at Friendship), Leslie Rountree 

(Chapel Hill), and Deborah Warot (Charlotte).  

Regrets: Lizzie Biddle (New Garden), Vernie Davis (Raleigh), Ted Edgerton (Wilkes County), David 

Haines (Durham), Melissa Meyer (Wilkes County). 

Presiding Clerks: Marian Beane, Sally Freeman and Nancy Riemer 

 After introductions and sharing what brings us hope this spring, we settled into silent worship. 

Approval of Agenda* 

The agenda was approved. 

Approval of Minutes* 

The minutes were approved. 

Organizational Representatives’ Updates 

Friends Committee on North Carolina Legislation (FCNCL)* 

The full report is available on our website. Nancy Riemer reviewed highlights from the report 

submitted by Representative Vernie Davis. FCNCL is currently seeking guidance from monthly meetings 

in setting its priorities for the 2025-2026 North Carolina legislative sessions.  

 

A documentary film, “The Smell of Money,” will be screened in Chapel Hill on April 15th at 7:00 pm. It 

portrays a rural North Carolina community’s grassroots fight against area hog waste pools owned by 

the corporate pork industry. 

 

FCNCL has plans for another Lobby Day in Raleigh (date to be announced) around the theme of 

protecting our democracy. Nancy noted that the Quaker Call to Action group is coordinating on the 

same issue. Member meetings should be aware that action alerts are forthcoming. 



Paul Klever spoke of the efforts of the Quaker Call to Action steering committee. More than 150 North 

Carolina Friends have attended virtual meetings, and the committee is prioritizing North Carolina and 

Pennsylvania for outreach. Paul urged Friends to become engaged in their work and learn how to 

support free elections with integrity. 

Friends Committee on National Legislation* 

The full report is available on our website. Sally Freeman highlighted some of Lizzie Biddle’s report. 

FCNL has called on monthly meetings to discern what their legislative priorities should be at the 

upcoming congressional session. All member meetings should have received a packet of information by 

now, and meeting feedback is due by April 15.  

 

FCNL will sponsor its annual Spring Lobby Weekend in Washington, DC, March 16-19. Young adult 

Friends are encouraged to sign up. This year’s focus is to support passage of the Truth & Healing 

Commission on Indian Boarding Schools bill.  

 

Adult Young Friends 

Will Rogers shared that about 8 or 9 young adult Friends attended the improvisational singing 

workshop that was held in Saxapahaw in December. Everyone enjoyed the activities and fellowship. 

Will commented that the energy they created in improvised song felt akin to that of a gathered 

meeting.  He said that some are participating in a MFW with attention to the Gaza Crisis. For 

information, please contact him at 903-521-0751. 

 

The organizational reports were accepted with gratitude. 

Clerking Committee/Executive Committee Report 

 

Spring Gathering 
Sally Freeman outlined our plans for a Spring Gathering at the Charlotte Hawkins Brown Museum in 
Gibsonville, to be held on April 6 from 11 am to 3 pm. Friends will gather for a (bring your own) picnic 
at the museum’s outdoor shelter prior to the tour; the facility also can accommodate us indoors in case 
of inclement weather. There is a flyer available for distribution on our website, as well as online 
registration for the event. This is a family-friendly event; car-pooling is encouraged. 
 
2024 Retreat & Annual Sessions 

Our 2024 Retreat and Annual Sessions will be held at Guilford College the weekend of May 31 – June 2. 

The planning committee – Marian Beane, Jeff Brown, Sally Freeman, Paul Klever, Karen McKinnon, 

Nancy Riemer and Will Rogers – have been working in earnest on the program. A possible theme for 

consideration is: How can Friends hold the election process in a spiritual space and promote peace and 

inclusivity? As per our tradition, we will gather online Friday evening, and Saturday, gather at Guilford 



College in person (with limited online access) for the retreat program and annual sessions. The 

weekend activities will close with online worship Sunday morning.  

Piedmont Friends Monthly Bulletin 

Sally has created the list of upcoming events on the PFYM website. She is also distributing the list to 

meeting clerks and/or folks in charge of monthly meeting communications. Friends spoke with 

gratitude about the opportunities the listing shared. 

 

 Monthly Meeting Clerks Call 

Marian Beane reported that the quarterly PFYM&F Clerks Call took place December 2. Meeting clerks 

from both PFYM- and PFF-affiliated monthly meetings shared rich fellowship. 

 

Piedmont Friends Website update: piedmontfriends.org 

Our new website is live! Paul Klever and Bill Moore have completed the website migration. Bill is in the 

process of retiring our old website domain, and Paul encouraged folks to visit the new website and 

make any suggestions on how to improve it. 

 

[Five Minute Break] 

Treasurer’s Report* 

Treasurer Paul Klever gave a report on the work of the Interim Finance Working Group. In addition to 

Paul, the working group members are Melissa Meyer (Wilkes County), Marty Hubbe (Raleigh), Sam 

Dempsey (Salem Creek) and Amy Mackintosh (Raleigh). The working group has been focused on 

several tasks, including the preparation of a draft budget, discerning the general approach to the use of 

financial reserves, and reviewing the current level of support to affiliated Friends organizations, among 

others. Today, Paul brings forward three of their recommendations for consideration: 

1. Guidelines for Travel Assistance to the FGC Gathering 

The working group recommends that assistance be capped at $200 per individual and $300 per family, 

with any exceptions to be discerned by the PFYM&F executive committee. All requests from individuals 

must be forwarded by monthly meeting’s clerk, treasurer, or finance committee. Monthly meetings are 

expected to offer additional assistance if possible. PFYM&F payments will be made directly to Friends 

General Conference. 

 

2. Guidelines for Travel Assistance for Yearly Meeting Organizational Representatives 

PFYM&F organizational representatives should present their request to the yearly meeting treasurer 

and clerking committee, who review and grant requests based on criteria such as the role of 

representative in organization, the importance of Piedmont Friends representation, travel vs. virtual 

participation, and lastly, financial need and budget. The treasurer (along with the representative) will 



communicate with the latter’s monthly meeting regarding their work as an organizational 

representative as well as the yearly meeting’s support. 

 

3. Discernment around Financial Reserves 

The working group recommends that the budget process should target a balanced budget, including 

the potential use of up to 10% of reserve funds. Their reasoning is that conditions vary from year-to-

year, and a specific year may have a larger need (such as when the FGC Gathering is held close by, for 

example). A Friend asked: how do we plan to replenish or increase our financial reserves? Paul said 

that the issue was a topic for future discernment and that the working group had not considered it an 

immediate priority. This question, as well as how much should be held in reserves, will be considered 

at some point.  

 

The working group’s recommended guidelines were accepted. Marian expressed gratitude to all their 

careful discernment. 

 

Proposed Budget* 

Paul screen-shared the proposed budget and walked Friends through it, line by line. The budget was 

approved. 

 

Nominating Committee Report* 

Ben Chambers provided an update on behalf of the Nominations Committee. They are seeking 

nominees for the clerking committee, which comprises Sally Freeman, Nancy Riemer, and Marian 

Bean. There is a current vacancy on the committee as Paul stepped down to assume the role of 

treasurer, and Sally’s term ends this spring. She had generously agreed to stay on beyond June to 

facilitate any transition. 

 

Ben also reported they are looking for volunteers to serve on the Spiritual State of the Meeting 

Committee. Sally Freeman and Deborah Warot are current members, and there is a need for at least 

one, if not two more. 

Wayne Finegar, Executive Director of Quaker House, asked if we should consider naming a yearly 

meeting representative to the Quaker House board. Ben said he would take the request back to the 

nominations committee for discernment. One Friend noted that historically, Piedmont Friends 

Fellowship did not have a practice of naming representatives to organizations it supported as it was 

not a yearly meeting. Another Friend suggested that there may be a board member from a monthly 

meeting who would be willing to serve as a dual representative. Ben thanked them for their 

comments. 

The report was accepted with gratitude. 



Upcoming meeting dates 

The next interim representative body meeting is scheduled for Saturday, April 20, 10 am – 12 pm. 

In closing, Marian asked various members to read aloud PFYM&F’s Priorities for the Year. 

 

The meeting settled out with silent worship at 12:03 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted by 

Leslie Rountree, recorder 


