Piedmont Friends—Yearly Meeting & Fellowship
Representative Body Meeting
November 11, 2023 10:00 am

Note: * indicates an advance document.

Present: Marian Beane (Charlotte), John Cardarelli (Salem Creek), Susan Carlyle (Friendship), Ted
Edgerton (Wilkes County), Sally Freeman (Eno), David Haines (Durham), Paul Klever (Eno), Jasmine
McKewen (Chapel Hill), Karen McKinnon (Eno), Melissa Meyer (Wilkes County), Bill Moore (Raleigh),
Nancy Riemer (Raleigh), William Rogers (Palo Alto, worshiping at Friendship), Leslie Rountree (Chapel
Hill), and Deborah Warot (Charlotte).

Regrets: Lizzie Biddle (New Garden), Ellie Beach (Eno), Mary Jo Klingel (Charlotte), Vernie Davis
(Raleigh), Sam Dempsey (Salem Creek), Amy Mcintosh (Raleigh).

Presiding Clerk: Marian Beane

Marian welcomed Will Rogers as the new Young Adult Friends representative. After introductions and
sharing things we are thankful for, we settled into silent worship.

Approval of Agenda
The agenda was approved, with the addition of an action to approve the August meeting minutes.
Approval of Minutes

A Friend pointed out the reserve fund number was incorrect in the August minutes. Paul Klever will
ensure the number is corrected. The minutes were approved, pending the correction.

Clerking Committee/Executive Committee Report

Clerks’ Calls — Marian gave a brief report on the most recent Yearly Meeting Clerks Call, which Friends
General Conference holds two to three times a year. She related a concern held by the Philadelphia
Yearly Meeting Clerk regarding the lapse of knowledge among Friends of how business is conducted or
raised in Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business.

The next Piedmont Friends Member Meeting Clerks Call will be held on December 2.

Piedmont Friends Fall Gathering — Sally Freeman and Nancy Riemer reported on the Gathering which
took place on a lovely day, October 28. Friends assembled for a picnic at a park in Greensboro, and
then walked to the nearby International Civil Rights Museum. Thirty-three Friends toured the museum,
five of which were children or youth. Our group was joined by Rebecca Blevins (AFSC staff) and Right



Sharing of World Resources (RSWR) Friends Samson Ababu (Kenya country coordinator) and Sarah
Northrop (program staff). Following the tour Friends gathered in a museum classroom to reflect on
what they saw and learned. The experience provided deep, meaningful fellowship and was instructive
to how we live together as a loving community.

Marian asked Friends for suggestions of other destinations for future gatherings. Old Salem, the
Charlotte Hawkins Brown museum, or a Native American-related educational experience where all
suggested.

Piedmont Friends Leadership Directory

Nancy reported that the updated version of the Directory will go out this week. In January, they will
begin collecting updates for a new edition.

Piedmont Friends Monthly Events List

Sally’s leading to organize a monthly events list was approved at the last representative body meeting.
She has reached out to each PFYMF meeting to find out the names of those who plan their events and
who disseminate the information. She is working on streamlining the process with a goal of building
exposure for the events. Friends appreciate knowing of these opportunities to gather with other
Piedmont Friends for fellowship and worship.

Nominating Committee Report

Karen McKinnon provided an update on behalf of the Nominations Committee. The nomination of
Deborah Warot as a member of the Spiritual State of the Meeting Committee was approved. Sally
Freeman will serve as Clerking Committee’s representative to the committee.

Karen asked Friends to deeply consider any leadings to join the Clerking Committee.
Treasurer’s Report

Paul has uploaded the financial summary to our website. He explained that we haven’t incurred the
projected shortfall yet because the travel budget for this past summer’s Friends General Conference
Gathering was not tapped. Organization allocations have been disseminated with the exception of
Adult Young Friends. AYF has requested an additional $150 above what was budgeted to cover an
upcoming event. Paul invited Will Rogers, our AYF representative, to provide details.

Will said the event is scheduled for December 11 in Saxapahaw. It is an overnight event for about 15
people centered on singing improvisation and fellowship. After a brief discussion, the AYF request was
approved. Paul will make a total of $300 available to them for use before the end of the year.



Lastly, Paul stated that the Finance Committee working group has begun its work, and will make a budget
recommendation to Executive Committee. Executive Committee will present the proposed budget at our
Representative Body meeting in February.

Spiritual State of the Meeting Committee (SSOM) update

The SSOM Committee has prepared this year’s proposed queries and a timeline for reporting them.
Member meetings are to respond to the queries, and their responses are then blended to create one
report for the Yearly Meeting and Fellowship annual sessions. The committee is consulting with the
various meetings about the time line. One Friend was concerned that we are losing the opportunities
to hear about each meeting at annual sessions. The clerks responded that all monthly meeting reports
are shared on the new website. The clerks will take this concern under consideration in planning
annual sessions. Another Friend said that their monthly meeting is more heavily involved in a different
yearly meeting, and isn’t sure they would be able to address the queries. In response, David Haines
(Durham) suggested they send the same report to both yearly meetings. He explained that Durham
Meeting holds a series of meetings for worship based on the queries. Will suggested an additional
guery: What is sustaining or nourishing each meeting? The report was accepted with gratitude.

Piedmont Friends Website update: piedmontfriends.org

Paul reported that the website is nearing completion. He has been creating the content and Bill Moore
the structure. Paul noted that there will not be any archiving on the website. Member meetings’
worship schedules are now available there. Friends thanked Paul and Bill for all their work.

Organizational representatives’ reports
Friends General Conference

David Haines reported that the FGC Central Committee met October 28™, with 60% of the attendance
being in person, the rest attended online. Their capital campaign is coming to an end. As of this date,
$2.3 million has been raised out of a $2.4 million target. The last $100,000 should be coming in smaller
donations. The 2023 Gathering was under-attended, but it was a rich experience.

Next summer Haverford College will host the Gathering. The theme will be the evolving story of
Quakerism. David explained changes in the upcoming FGC events — some years there will be a full in-
person gathering, other years only the youth program will be offered in person. FGC is exploring what
it can do for yearly meetings and monthly meetings as well as asking what they can offer to FGC. It is
drawing an extra $300,000 from the endowment to address this year’s budget shortfall, and in the next
five years they will try to bring the budget in line with the lower income. FGC is also reexamining its
decision and governing structures in the next couple of years.



Note: Kris Loy also attended Central Committee and his written report will be included with the
advance documents for this meeting.

Friends Committee on North Carolina Legislation

The full report is available on our website. Nancy reviewed highlights from the report in Vernie’s
absence. FCNCL is currently discerning legislative priorities for the next session. They ask that members
keep them updated if your representation changes.

Friends Committee on National Legislation

FCNL’s annual meeting will be later this month. Discerning on a proposed policy statement on
reproductive rights will be the focus. Our representative Lizzie Biddle will be attending and is looking
for a roommate.

American Friends Service Committee
There are no updates at this time as the annual meeting is scheduled for this spring.
Friends World Committee for Consultation

Our representative Sam Dempsey will be attending the World Plenary Meeting in South Africa next
year. FWCC has published a map identifying locations of Friends meetings and organizations
worldwide.

Quaker House

Wayne Finegar reported an uptick in calls to their Gl hotline since the Israeli-Hamas conflict began.
All the organizational reports were accepted with gratitude.

2024 Retreat & Annual Sessions

Our 2024 Retreat and Annual Sessions will be held at Guilford College the weekend of May 31 — June 2.
Friends are urged to join the planning/coordinating committee as planning will begin in earnest in early
2024. If you would like to volunteer, suggest a theme, or otherwise be involved, please contact the
Clerking Committee.

Upcoming meeting dates

Dates for the interim representative body meetings in 2024 are February 17, April 20, with the Annual
Sessions on the aforementioned weekend. All interim meetings are scheduled for Saturday mornings,
10 am to 12 pm. Differentiate

The meeting settled out with silent worship at 12:13 pm.



Respectfully submitted by
Leslie Rountree, recorder



